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Queonsbury. 

June,  1965» 

To;  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MSHBERS  OF  THE  HIALTE  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ended  31 st 
December,  1 9^4- 

The  vital  statistics  are  very  satisfactory.  They  show  a  substantial 
increase  in  the  birth  rate  and  a  considerable  fall  in  the  death  rate.  There 
was  a  natural  increase  in  population  of  74,  this  being  the  numbor  of  which 
births  exceeded  deaths,  and  the  Registrar  General  estimates  an  incroaso  of 
50  in  the  mid-year  estiraato  of  population. 

Once  again,  there  was  a  low  incidence  of  notifiable  infectious  disease, 
and,  once  again,  we  had  no  confirmed  case  of  Food  Poisoning  notified,  nor 
any  case  of  Sonne  Ityscntory.  There  was  one  case  of  Poliomyelitis,  however. 
This  occurred  in  a  non-immunised  child.  It  was  first  demonstrated  as  a 
case  of  Foot  Drop.  The  child  had  not  been  immunised  owing  to  the  illness 
of  the  mother.  There  was  no  illness  among  his  contacts. 

Miss  Jenkinson,  our  Midwife,  retired  at  the  end  of  October  after  almost 
forty  years  of  devoted  servico  in  this  district.  She  will  be  very  much  missed 
but  we  wish  her  well  in  her  retirement. 

Wo  welcome  Miss  Roberts  as  an  addition  to  our  Health  Visiting  staff,  and 
with  two  Health  Visitors  for  Queensbury  and  Shelf,  we  took  the  opportunity  of 
attaching  Health  Visitors  to  the  two  principal  practices  of  this  area,  Mrs. 
Link  being  with  the  two-Doctor  practice,  the  practice  of  Drs.  Akroyd  and 
Hainsworth,  and  Miss  Roberts  being  attached  to  Dr.  Wilson’s  practice  and  also 
looking  after  the  patients  of  the  Doctors  whose  Headquarters  are  situated 
outside  the  district. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Walker  came  to  us  as  an  additional  Public  Health  Inspector.  As 
he  was  trained  in  ELland,  we  know  his  capabilities,  and  now  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  is  extremely  well  staffed,  with  two  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  Technical 
Assistants  for  smoke  and  moat  inspection,  the  old  pressure  on  Mr.  Shelley  has 
been  removed.  It  should  now  be  possible  to  make  real  progress.  Consequently 
it  is  disappointing  to  have  to  toll  you  that  there  has  been  negative  progress 
this  year  in  our  clean  air  programme. 

Although  the  rainfall  was  approximately  the  same,  there  was  a  reduction 
in  deposited  matter  in  the  deposit  gauges  of  25 and  the  volumetric  estimato 
of  Sulphur  Dioxide  showed  a  one— third  reduction.  Wo  cannot  put  down  this 
reduction  entirely,  or  perhaps  even  principally,  to  our  smoke  control  activit¬ 
ies.  The  winter  was  a  much  less  severe  one  and  I  think  these  figures  show 
that  much  of  the  offence  is  created  by  the  domestic  chimney,  for  less  fuel  was 
necessary  domestically  this  year.  The  slowing  down  of  the  progress  of  our 
Clean  Air  programme  was  contributed  to  by  the  issue  of  Circular  69 ,  when  the 
provision  of  suitable  apparatus  to  burn  hard  coke  was  encouraged  and  in 
consequence  our  No. 3  Smoke  Control  Area  was  withdrawn. 

It  was  withdrawn  prematurely  for,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  there  was  a 
sufficiency  of  soft  coke  in  this  area  to  allow  it  to  be  implemented.  The 
Public  Health  Inspector  was  worried  about  tho  possible  cost  to  tho  Council  of 
the  installation  of  more  expensive  apparatus  which  would  burn  hard  coko.  Con¬ 
sequently,  this  area  was  substituted  by  a  small  aroa  which  was  designated  No. 4 
Smoke  Control  Area.  In  this  area,  perhaps  partly  due  to  prejudice  but  mainly 
to  innate  conservation,  most  householders  wanted  the  old  open  fire  only  capable 
of  burning  sodt  cokeffhey  wore  not  interested  in  electric  storage  heaters  or 
in  closed  stoves,  and  as  there  were  sufficient  supplies  of  soft  coko  in  this 
area,  this  Order  contained  a  designation  in  favour  of  closed  stoves  or  electric 
storage  heaters.  This  area  has  in  turn  been  withdrawn  and  at  the  end  of  tho 
year  preparations  wore  made  for  its  resubraission  as  No. 5  Aroa.  When  it  is 
considered  that  No. 3  Smoke  Control  Area  was  submitted  to  the  Ministry  at  the 
end  of  1963,  it  will  bo  appreciated  that  more  than  a  year  ha.s  been  lost. 


In  tho  meantime,  many  of  the  people  are  already  converting  their  heating 
appliances  from  coal  to  coke  and  it  is  anticipated  that  tho  Council  will  not 
in  the  event  be  faced  with  a  large  increase  in  the  cost  of  conversion. 

It  is  a  matter  for  great  regret  that  this  Council  has  slipped  back  in 
its  programme  towards  smoke  control  areas  but  it  is  also  a  matter  for  satis¬ 
faction  that  so  many  of  the  people  in  Queensbury  arc  conscious  of  the  value 
of  apparatus  to  burn  smokeless  fuel. 

In  a  hilly  area,  whore  other  people’s  smoko  is  mainly  encountered,  and 
where  industry  has  always  flourished,  it  is  difficult  to  convince  individual 
householders  of  the  important  of  clean  air. 

I  hope  very  much  that  better  progress  will  be  made.  Our  health  depart¬ 
ment  is  now  very  well  staffed  and  our  programme  could  well  be  accelerated. 

This  would  prevent  people  carrying  out  conversions  in  advance  of  the  pro¬ 
gramme  and  without  subsidy. 

Although  our  Technical  Assistant  for  Smoke  Control  has  not  much  to  show 
this  year  for  his  work,  tho  Meat  Inspector  has  been  kept  very  busy  with  a 
40$  increase  of  slaughtering  at  the  Shelf  Bacon  Factory.  Despite  this,  he 
has  managed  a  100$  inspection  rate  and  as  a  result  of  his  efforts,  Swine 
Fever  was  confirmed  in  tho  area, 

A  new  housing  survey  was  carried  out  during  the  year,  and  it  is  estimated 
that  the  total  number  of  unfit  houses,  if  wo  include  all  tho  back-to-back  ones, 
is  65O.  Although  the  Council  have  now  embarked  on  an  extensive  housing  pro¬ 
gramme,  we  were  only  able  to  rehouse  four  families  this  year,  and  little  pro¬ 
gress  was  made.  It  is  debatable  whether,  in  a  high  area  like  Queensbury, 
through  ventilation  is  as  essential,  and  included  in  these  65O  houses  are  a 
number  of  substantially  built  back-to-back  houses,  many  of  whoso  tenants  are 
satisfied  with  their  present  homes.  Equally,  however,  with  the  advantages 
of  a  high,  well-ventilated  area,  it  has  disadvantages,  for  it  is  extremely 
cold  in  the  winter,  and  outside  water  closets  need  a  lot  of  attention  if 
they  are  to  remain  frost  free.  When  these  conveniences  are  built  in  a  block, 
it  means  that  anyone  using  any  of  that  block  of  watcrclosots  must  maintain 
them,  if  the  others  are  to  escape  frost.  It  does  seem  to  mo  that  in  the 
last  half  of  the  20th  century  every  house  should  have  its  own  watercloset 
and,  indeed,  a  supply  of  hot  water  and  a  bath.  If  wo  accept  this  criterion, 
there  is  a  long  programme  of  slum  cluaranco  ahead.  It  is  my  belief  that 
areas  which,  since  the  Industrial  Revolution  have  played  such  a  large  part 
in  providing  the  wealth  of  the  country,  should  now  have  special  provision 
for  the  rehousing  of  tho  descendants  of  these  people  whoso  houses  wore 
built  close  together  so  that  they  could  use  their  skills  in  tho  provision  of 
textiles. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  wo  still  have  two  restrictive  influences  on  our 
future  building  -  a  rise  in  interest  rates,  particularly  for  short  term 
borrowing,  and  the  proposals  of  the  Boundary  Commission.  This  might  well 
have  halted  Queensbury’ s  progress  but  obviously  at  a  time  of  inflation  it 
is  unwise  to  await  too  long  lower  interest  rates  for  we  can  lose  far  more 
on  the  increasedcapital  outlay  required.  A  town  which  is  anxious  to  retain 
its  identity  must  try  to  carry  out  its  own  development  while  it  is  still  a 
separate  entity,  and  can  still  exercise  some  control  over  its  own  building. 

Queensbury 's  newly-formed  Development  Committee  arc  to  consider  the 
lines  the  town's  development  will  take.  Now  that  central  heating  and  district 
heating  are  practical  proposals,  Queensbury,  with  its  panoramic  views,  will 
obviously  gain  in  popularity  for  residential  purposes.  So  often,  Queensbury 
escapes  tho  mists  and  fogs  that  occur  down  in  the  valleys.  I  believe  that  it 
may  well  have  in  the  future  considerable  potential  as  an  area  for  housing 
higher  incomo  groups. 

Meanwhile,  we  had  to  take  action  against  our  principal  caravan  sitej 
where  the  long  awaited  amenities  had  not  yet  been  provided,  it  was  difficult 
for  the  owner  to  understand  this  necessity. 


2 


With  more  Inspectors,  it  has  been  possible  to  spend  more  time  on  milk 
sampling,  and  a  groat  deal  of  time  has  boon  spent  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  in  dealing  with  tho  safeguarding  of  the  milk  supply,  particularly 
against  Brucella  Abortus. 

Last  year,  I  commented  on  the  increased  amount  of  milk  sampling  and  tho 
consequent  discovery  of  Brucella  Abortus  from  time  to  time,  and  it  was  pointed 
out  that  only  heated  treated  milk  was  safe  from  this  organism as  long  as  no 
eradication  scheme  had  been  carried  out,  and  that  all  Tuberculin  Tested  milk 
which  had  not  been  heat  treated,  although  more  expensive,  could  not  bo  regarded 
as  safe  milk  while  herds  were  still  liable  to  infection  with  tha,3  organism. 

Abortus  Fever  is  a  long  and  chronic  illness.  Fortunately  not  common, 
most  cases  occur  in  ffefemers  and  farm  familes,  but  as  a  Public  Health  Authority 
we  must  be  concerned  to  protect  the  public  from  this  disease  as  well  as  we 
arc  able. 

When  our  own  herds  are  clear,  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  cows  being 
bought  which  are  infected.  In  the  neighbouring  Borough  of  Brighouse,  tho 
farmers  are  very  conscious  of  this  infection  and  cows  which  arc  infected 
are  slaughtered  and  great  care  is  taken  generally  that  now  infection  is  not 
introduced  into  the  herd  but  fresh  purchases  of  animals  can  introduco  infect¬ 
ion  both  in  that  Borough  and  in  this  district.  If  slaughtering  of  2££Pv  4n^ec'te(* 
animal  or  its  removal  from  the  herd  is  not  obtained  we  too  demand  heat 
treatment  for  the  milk  from  an  infected  animal. 

We  have  had  no  cases  of  Abortus  Fever  in  this  area;  v/e  shall  try  to 
insure  that  they  do  not  occur. 

Efforts  have  been  made  to  educate  tho  public  in  matters  of  health, 
and  the  Home  Safety  Committee  has  boon  very  active.  A  film  was  shown  to 
parents  at  the  Queonsbury  Secondary  Modern  School  on  sex  education,  and 
their  opinion  was  sought  as  to  whether  it  was  thought  worthwhile  to  show 
this  film  to  the  older  children  in  tho  school.  It  is  difficult  to  decide 
when  children  should  receive  this  knowledge.  Obviously,  it  must  not  be 
done  too  late  or  it  is  of  little  or  no  value.  Many  parents  arc  anxious 
that  their  children  should  nert  *bfc  infoiritvol  toe-axon  Jt  seems  to  mo  that  it 
is  necessary  to  have  some  form  of  sex  education  for  not  only  is  there  a 
world-wide  increase  in  the  number  of  illegitimate  childron  but  there  is 
also  an  increase  in  Venei®,l  Disease  among  teenagers. 

I  believe  that  Quoensbury  i3  a  better  than  averago  district  in  its 
standard  of  sexual  morality.  Of  course,  small  towns  arc  bettor  than  largo 
ones  but  w-j  are  very  close  to  County  Boroughs  and  we  must  accept  that  our 
young  people  today  aro  constantly  subjected  to  a  barrage  of  sex  topics  at 
an  age  when  such  topics  arc  of  groat  interest.  The  seeds  of  knowledge  aro 
germinated  in  curiosity  and  natural  curiosity  should  be  satisfied  at  homo, 
factually, anatomically  and  unemotionally.  Not  to  do  so,  is  to  abdicate 
parental  responsibility  and  it  is  unreasonable  to  expect  teachers  in  schools 
to  add  sox  education  to  their  curriculum.  But  present  trends  cannot  be 
ignored. 


Another  particular  problem  of  health  education  is  that  of  smoking. 
Smoking  is  still  far  too  common,  especially  in  the  young,  and  tho  increasing 
mortality  in  males  from  this  disoaso  may  soon  bo  rivalled  in  females  if 
family  P.ffluonco  and  the  present  trends  continue.  Unfortunately,  a  constant 
increase  in  the  tax  on  cigarettes  does  not  appear  to  prevent  addiction  to 
the  habit  among  young  people  who  are  comparatively,  iunn.jjt,  nrirnn  .p-mhTgm 
familios  whore  it  merely  m  anr'  the  diversion  of  money  from  more  dosirablo 
to  less  desirable  objects*  j..o  children  of  these  substandard  families 
especially  suffer  when  tobaccu  has  a  tax  increase  so  that  penal  taxation 
carries  with  it  undesirable  rosults. 
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It  is  a  pity  that  smoking  is  regarded  as  being  associated  with  maturity 
and  even  with  romance,  and  so  is  particularly  attractive  to  the  adolescent. 
Possibly  we  can  best  devote  our  attention  towards  a  series  of  'Keep  Fit' 
campaigns  with  emphasis  on  sport  but  the  present  fashion  of  jeans  and  long 
hair  do  not  readily  fit  the  conventional  idea  of  an  athlete.  Some  of  our 
young  people  only  have  exercise  to  the  accompaniment  of  music.  Undoubtedly, 
modern  dancing  is  an  exercise  in  endurance,  co-ordination,  relaxation  and 
rhythm  but  it  is  not  associated  with  a  smoke-free  atmosphere. 

I  am  afraid  that  the  other  subject  which  will  always  require  health 
education  is  that  of  food  hygiene. .  Good  premises  must  bo  staffed  by  good 
personnel  who  have  a  proper  regard  to  personal  hygiene.  Even  the  element¬ 
ary  precaution  of  washing  after  using  the  w. c.  is  still  omitted  by  somo. 
Personal  hygiene  is  improving  but  it  is  still  not  high  enough  especially 
in  food  handlers. 

Queensbury  has  had  a  good  year.  It  has  a  well-staffed  Health  Depart¬ 
ment,  and  a  new  Development  Committee  is  considering  how  best  the  town  can 
be  developed  in  the  future.  It  is  perhaps  a  good  moment  for  me  to  thank 
the  members  of  the  Council  for  their  courtesy  and  kindness  and  to  wish  the 
town  well  in  the  future  for  this  will  bo  my  last  report  on  the  health  of 
the  town.  My  fellow  officials  and  particularly  my  colleagues  in  the 
Public  Health  Department  will  I  hope  keep  me  informed  of  the  future  of  the 
town  which  it  has  been  my  privilege  to  serve.  I  believe  that  this  town 
will  expand  and  we  can  rely  on  our  department  to  further  its  future  good 
health. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

FRANK  APPLETON. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1964. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA, 

AREA.  ( in  micros )  •  •  . « .  . « «  « « «  •  • 

POPULATION  Census,  I96I:  9,306  1963  (est) 

AVERAGE  NUMBER  OF  PERSONS  PER  ACRE . 

•—  J  f  1_»  J  .  ,  O  X  A.  •  -  .1  _  V  1  *  1/  ‘  v  i.  •  l . 

NUMBER  OF  INHABITED  HOUSES 


NUMBER  OF  INHABITED  HOUSES  PER  ACRE . 

AVERAGE  NUMBER  OF  PERSONS  PER  HOUSE . 

i.  1  .  .»*  . “>*  '  •  '  -  -  CT -  ■’  ‘  *  4  * 

RATEABLE  VALUE  . 

■  ¥  ,  \  .  ’  t'v’X  JL 

PRODUCT  OF  A  PENNY  RATE... 


•  •  •  •  •  •  • 


•  ••  •  •  •  •• 


•  • 


2,795 

9,500 

3.38 

3,672 


1  > 


1.31 

2.58 

£187,927 

£745 
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Although  Queensbury  and  Shelf  were  amalgamated  in  1937,  the  two 
areas  aro  different  in  character  and,  even  today,  no  full  community  of 
interest  oxists.  I  think  the  principal  reason  why  the  two  areas  are 
not  now  firmly  amalgamated  is  the  difficulty  in  communication,  for  there 
is  no  direct  bus  service  between  Shelf  village  and  Quconsbury.  Queensbury 
village,  situated  as  it  is  on  the  high  eminence  overlooking  Halifax,  has 
unrivalled  views  for  an  industrial  town.  Because  of  its  average  altitude 
of  1,100  feet,  it  is  a  cold  area  but  often  escapes  the  foggy  condition  in 
the  valleys.  Shelf  is  less  hilly  and  more  residential  in  character. 

Although  Queensbury  is  situated  between  Halifax  and  Bradford,  the  connection 
with  Bradford  is  the  stronger  one,  and  the  proposals  of  the  Boundary  Commiss¬ 
ion  that  Queensbury  should  be  absorbed  by  Bradford  met  with  some  support  in 
the  district.  The  affinities  of  Shelf  with  Bradford  arc  very  much  less 
strong.  Shelf  has  some  community  of  interest  with  the  neighbouring  3orough 
of  Brighouse  and  the  latest  proposals  for  the  inclusion  of  Shelf  with  the 
Borough  of  Brighouse  have  been  welcomed  in  Shelf.  An  increasing  body  of 
opinion  believes  that  the  entire  Urban  District,  if  it  is  not  to  remain  a 
separate  unit  should  be  united  with  Brighouse  and  ELland  to  form  a  new 
county  district  of  60,000  people,  a  county  district  to  which  additional 
powers  could  be  delegated. 
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EXTRACT  FROM  VITAL 

STATISTICS  FOR 

THE  YEAR 

Live  Births  - 

M. 

F. 

Totals 

Legitimate 

84 

85 

169 

Illegitimate 

9 

7 

16 

Total 

93 

92 

185 

Livo  Birth  Rate:  19.5  per  1*000  of  estimated,  resident  population. 
Adjusted  Birth  Rate:  1 8. 7  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population. 
Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births:  8.6 


Still  Births  - 

M. 

F. 

Totals 

Legitimate 

2 

— 

2 

Illegitimate 

— 

Total 

2 

2 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live 

and  still) 

births: 

10.7 

Total  live  and  Still  Births  - 

M. 

F. 

Totals 

95 

92 

187 

Deaths  - 

M. 

F. 

Totals 

61 

50 

111 

Crude  Death  Rate:  11.7  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population. 
Adjusted  Death  Rate:  13.0  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population. 


Infant  Deaths  - 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Totals 


M.  F.  Totals 

1  1  2 

1  1  2 

I 


Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  -  total:  10.8 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  -  legitimate  11.8 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  -  illegitimate 

Neo— Natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births:  10.8 

(First  four  weeks) 

Early  Neo. Natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births:  10.8 

(under  1  week) 

Peri-Natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 

(Still  births  and  Deaths  under  1  week  combined)  21.4 


Maternal  Deaths  (including  Aborton): 


Rate  per  1 ,000 
livo  and  still  births 

5.35 
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TABLE  1 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  OF  QJUE5KSBURY  AMD  SHILF  RESIDENTS  in  1964. 

Causes  of  Death.  1964 


1. 

Tuberculosis  -  respiratory  ... 

M. 

1 

All  Ages 

F. 

Total 

1 

2. 

Tuberculosis  -  other  . 

- 

- 

- 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease  . 

- 

- 

- 

4. 

Diphtheria  . 

- 

- 

- 

5. 

Whooping  Cough  . 

- 

- 

- 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections  . 

- 

- 

- 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

- 

- 

- 

8. 

Measles  . 

- 

- 

- 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

- 

- 

— 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

2 

2 

4 

'11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

2 

- 

2 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ... 

— 

1 

1 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ... 

- 

1 

1 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

2 

6 

8 

15. 

Leukaemia,  alcukaeraia  . 

1 

- 

1 

16. 

Ih.&bctcs  0  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

1 

2 

17. 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

6 

10 

16 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ...  ... 

19 

14 

33 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

1 

2 

3 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  . 

6 

3 

9 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  ... 

1 

- 

1 

22. 

Influenza  . 

- 

- 

- 

23. 

Pneumonia  ...  ... 

3 

- 

3 

24. 

Bronchitis  . 

6 

2 

8 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

- 

- 

- 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

- 

- 

- 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

- 

— 

- 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  . 

1 

— 

1 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ...  ... 

- 

- 

- 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ... 

— 

1 

1 

31. 

Congenital  malformations  . 

- 

- 

- 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

4 

4 

8 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  . 

2 

2 

4 

34. 

All  other  accidents  . 

1 

1 

2 

35. 

Suicide  . 

2 

— 

2 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ... 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

61 

50 

Ill 
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TABLE  2 


BIRTH  AND  MORTALITY  RATES  FOR  1964  FOR  THE 

WEST  RILING  ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY 

AND  ENGLAND  AND  WALES. 


Aggregate 

of 

U.D.  »s 

Aggregate 

of 

R.D.  * s 

Adminis¬ 

trative 

County 

iiigland 

and 

Wales 

Quecnsbury 

and 

Shelf 

Crude  Birth 

18.3 

19.1 

18.5 

18.4 

19.5 

Adjusted  Birth 

18.6 

18.5 

18.7 

- 

18.7 

Crude  Death 

12.2 

10.0 

11-5 

11.3 

11.7 

Adjusted  Death 

13.0 

12.2 

12.8 

— 

13.0 

Tuborculosis- 

Respiratoiy 

0.06 

0.02 

0.05 

0.05 

0.11 

Other 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

All  Forms 

0.06 

0.03 

0.05 

0.05 

0.11 

Cancer 

2.09 

1.86 

2.02 

2.11 

1.79 

Vascular  Lesions  of 
the  Nervous  System 

1.88 

1.38 

1.74 

* 

1.68 

Heart  and  Circulatory 
Diseases 

4.64 

3.71 

4.37 

* 

4.84 

Respiratory  Diseases 

1.47 

1.11 

1.37 

* 

1.16 

Maternal  Mortality 

0.49 

0.21 

0.40 

0.25 

5.35 

Infant  Mortality 

22.1 

22.5 

22.2 

20.0 

10.8 

Neo-natal  Mortality 

15.4 

15-3 

15.4 

13.8 

10.8 

Stillbirth 

18.3 

15.9 

17.6 

16.3 

10.7 

*  Figures  not  available. 

The  Infant  and  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rates  are  per  1,000  live  births. 
The  Maternal  Morhlity  and  Stillbirths  Rates  are  per  1,000  live  and 
stillbirths.  The  remaining  rates  are  per  1,000  estimated  home  pop¬ 
ulation. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 


The  estimate  of  the  population  of  Quoensbury  and  Shelf  is  the  mid— year 
estimate  of  the  Registrar  General.  His  estimate  is  9,500  as  compared  with 
9,450  for  1963.  He  considers,  therefore,  that  the  population  has  increased 
by  50. 

Birth  Rate. 

The  crude  birth  rate  for  the  year  is  19.5  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

This  compares  with  the  rate  of  18.0  for  1963.  To  compare  the  birth  rate  with 
any  degree  of  accuracy  with  that  of  the  country  as  a  whole,  it  is  necessary  to 
adjust  the  crude  birth  rate  by  multiplying  it  by  the  area  comparability  factor. 
Every  district  varies  as  to  the  distribution  of  population  among  the  sexes, 
and  in  age  ranges.  The  area  comparability  factor  is  an  attempt  to  standardise 
our  sex  and  ago  range  with  that  of  the  country  as  a  whole.  Our  comparability 
factor  is  O.96,  which  means  that  with  our  present  sex  and  ago  range,  the  crude 
birth  rate  has  to  bo  adjusted  downwards  to  bring  it  into  line  with  tho  country 
as  a  whole,  and  our  corrected  birth  rate  is  18. 7.  This  compares  with  an 
adjusted  birth  rate  for  the  Administrative  County  of  1 8. 7  and  a  birth  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  of  18. 4. 

There  were  sixteen  illegitimate  births,  all  live,  representing  8.6  per 
cent  of  the  total  live  births  and  an  illegitimate  birth  rate  of  0.7  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated  population. 

Luring  tho  year,  there  were  two  stillbirths.  This  gives  a  rate  of  10.7 
per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births.  The  County  rate  is  1 7 . 6  and  the  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  is  1 6. 3. 

Death  Rate. 

The  death  rate  for  the  Urban  District  is  11. 7  per  1,000  of  tho  population. 
This  is  3.2  below  tho  rate  for  1963.  The  comparability  factor  for  obtaining 
the  adjusted  death  rate  is  1.11  and  using  this  factor  we  have  an  adjusted  death 
rate  of  13.0.  This  compares  with  an  adjusted  death  rate  of  12.3  for  the 
Administrative  County  and  of  11.3  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  this  year  were,  in  order  of  frcqucncys- 

1.  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulation  -  46  (76). 

(Malignant  Disease  -  16  (l8). 

(Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  -  16  (l6). 

(Last  year's  figures  arc  given  in  brackets.) 


Infant  Deaths . 


There  were  two  infant  deaths  in  the  Urban  District  of  Quoensbury  and 
Shelf  during  1964  and  tho  infant  death  rate  is  10.8  per  thousand  live  births. 

The  infant  death  rate  of  10.8  comparos  with  tho  rate  for  tho  Administrative 
County  of  22.2  and  for  England  and  Wales  of  20.0. 

We  must  avoid  tho  temptation  to  congratulate  ourselves  on  such  a  low 
infant  death  rate.  With  small  figures  like  these,  where  two  infant  deaths 
result  in  a  rate  of  10;  8  it  will  be  appreciated  that  we  only  have  to  have 
one  or  two  more  infant  deaths,  which  arc  unavoidable  with  our  present  knowledge, 
for  this  death  rate  to  be  increased  several  times,  and  the  only  way  this  rate 
can  have  any  value  in  a  sir.,;'1 1  area  is  by  taking  it  over  a  number  of  years.  A 
high  infant  death  rate  over  a  m-iber  of  years  would  cause  us  to  bo  very  concerned. 
Fortunately,  our  infant  death  rate  has  remained  consistently  low. 

Both  these  deaths  were  early  nco-natal  ones,  both  premature  infants,  and 
both  died  within  a  day.  They  both  died  in  hospital.  One  child  was  one  of  twins, 
the  other  twin  having  survived. 
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Premat uro  Births 


There  were  seventeen  children  horn  prematurely  during  the  year  who 
were  lhs.,  or  under,  in  weight  at  "birth. 

TABLE  3. 


TABLE  SHOWING  BIRTH  WEIGHT  OF  PREMATURE  INFANTS. 

Domiciliary. 


Birth  Weight 

Ho.  of 

1 

_ 

.  of  Infants  who  survived 

lbs.  ozs. 

Infants 

24  hours. 

1  -  7  days. 

1  month. 

5  8 

1 

— 

5  4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Totals 

2 

1 

1 

1 

In  s  t  it  ut  ional . 


Birth  Weight 
lbs.  ozs. 

— 

No.  of 
Infants. 

No 

.  of  Infants  who  survived 

24  hours. 

1  -  7  days 

1  month. 

5 

8  I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

6f 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

6 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

0 

2 

2 

2 

2 

4 

14 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

9 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

8 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

7 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

2— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

6 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

4 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1  Totals 

1 

15 

15 

i  « 

14 

Mat ornal  Death. 


There  was  one  maternal  death  in  Queensbury  and  Shelf  during  the  year. 
As  with  all  such  cases,  this  was  a  tragedy. 

The  woman  did  not  attend  any  ante— natal  clinic,  and  concealed  the 
pregnancy.  The  baby  was  not  desired  and  she  had  an  illegal  operation  as 
a  result  of  which  she  became  infected  and  died.  An  inquest  was  held. 

The  best  we  can  hope  for  from  this  case  is  that  it  will  serve  as  a 
warning  to  others. 

Wc  pride  ourselves  on  our  freedom  from  maternal  mortality.  As  wo 
did  not  know  of  the  pregnancy,  there  seems  no  way  in  which  this  death  could 
have  been  prevented  by  the  action  of  the  Local  Health  Authority. 
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Gen Pffll  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory;  Bradford  continued  to  receive  clinical 
material  and  milk  samples  for  bacteriological  examination,  while  chemical 
analysis  was  carried  out  by  Messrs.  Lea  and  Mallinder,  Public  Analysts, 

Halifax. 

Divisional  Ambulance  Service. 

I  append  hereto  particulars  of  the  cases  transported  during  the  year. 

The  figures  are  given  monthly,  and  the  total  for  last  year  is  appended  in 
brackets  after  the  total  in  each  line.  This  table  applies  to  the  whole 
Division.  It  has  not  been  possible  to  split  the  Divisional  figures  to 
gives  the  figures  for  Queensbury  and  Shelf  alone. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  trend  towards  a  rise  in  the  number  of  accident 
cases  still  continued  but  there  are  less  patients  being  transported  by 
stretcher  and  more  outpatients  and  sitting  cases. 

The  gradual  increase  in  accidents  of  all  kinds  must  be  stressed.  We 
have  had  numerous  propaganda  campaigns  about  Home  Safety  and  Hoad  Safety. 
Accidents  cause  a  great  deal  of  suffering  and  distress,  both  to  patients 
and  relatives,  and  more  care  is  necessary  by  the  public,  if  we  are  not  to 
continue  with  an  increasing  toll  of  disease  and  disablement  and  death  from 
what  can  usually  be  prevented  by  more  care  and  attention  being  given  to 
the  task  in  hand. 

Antibiotics  and  improved  standards  of  living  have  helped  in  removing 
many  of  the  hazards  occasioned  by  pathogenic  organisms  and  lack  of  proper 
food.  The  standard  of  housing  is  improving  and  the  care  of  children  has 
made  wondorful  strides.  Modern  medicine  can  do  a  good  deal  to  alleviate 
suffering  but  much  of  this  suffering  would  not  occur  if  only  reasonable 
elementary  orecautions  were  always  borne  in  mind.  It  would  be  a  pity  if 
when  the  "threat  of  war  is  removed,  we  are  confronted  by  deaths  of  active 
healthy  people  by  avoidable  accidents,  and  it  is  still  more  tragic  when 
young  children  and  old  people,  who  have  led  a  useful  and  active  life  and 
whose  reactions  have  become  slower,  become  injured  or  killed  by  avoidable 
risks. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

The  Homo  Nurse  made  2064  visits  to  104  cases  during  the  year. 

Full  collaboration  has  been  maintained  with  the  hospital  service  and 
with  the  General  Medical  Practitioners  under  whose  direction  the  District 
Nurse  works. 

Home  Helps. 

There  were  82  cases  in  Queensbury  and  Shelf  being  provided  with  a. 

Home  Help  at  the  beginning  of  1964,  and  61  new  cases  wore  attended  during 
the  year.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  87  cases  were  still  being  attended. 

Of  the  143  homes  attended  during  the  year,  domestic  help  was  provided 
for  104  old  people  as  compared  with  84  in  1963*  Domestic  help  was  also 
provided  in  20  cases  where  the  housewife  was  ill,  and  in  19  maternity  cases. 

During  1964,  there  were  20  women  working  as  Home  Helps  in  Queensbury 
and  Shelf,  and  altogether  they  worked  17785  hours.  Of  these  hours,  1 6814 
were  spent  helping  old  people. 
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Chiropody  Service. 


The  Chiropody  Service  commenced  in  i960  and  is  greatly  appreciated 
by  the  old  people  of  the  district.  The  Servi^  '3  free  for  all  pensioners. 
This  moans  that  women  of  sixty  are  able  to  have  chiropody  whereas  men  are 
not  eligible  until  they  are  sixty-five.  Women  of  sixty  generally  are  very 
active  and  perhaps  some  of  them  who  attend  could  manage  to  look  after  their 
foot  th  cans  elves  but  many  young  women  arc  used  to  having  chiropody  treatment 
and  of  course  their  feet  havo  often  been  subject  to  unsuitable  footwear 
for  a  considerable  timo.  At  present  some  young  men  are  subjecting  their 
foot  to  similar  danger;  they  will  regret  this  when  they  arc  older. 

We  have  been  fortunate  that  we  have  been  able  to  maintain  the  service 
as  a  direct  service  with  a  v/ell— qualified  chiropodist.  The  numbers  attending 
have  increased  every  year  and  we  had  215  patients  attending  in  1 964,  as 
comparod  with  197  last  year.  The  number  of  treatments  given  this  year  was 
1193. 

In  Qucensbury  and  Shelf,  166  patients  attended  clinics,  a  further  49 
having  treatment  in  their  own  homes.  Those  attending  the  clinics  made 
almost  the  maximum  attendances,  which  shows  how  much  the  treatment  is  apprec¬ 
iated.  The  old  people  have  now  get  used  to  the  ap:ointment  card  and  wo  do 
not  have  our  early  difficulties  in  persons  forgetting  their  appointment  and 
coming  up  on  the  wrong  day. 

Tho  Chiropody  Servico  now  seems  to  bo  running  smoothly  as  one  of  the 
accepted  services  of  this  department. 

Health  Education. 

The  most  important  method  of  health  education  is  that  of  person  to 
person.  Individual  contact  with  individual  poo pie  and  the  passing  on  of 
advice  by  someone  whose  Judgment  is  respected  is  obviously  the  best  method 
of  health  education.  Posters,  however,  telling  tho  facts  and  pointing  the 
lessons  must  have  some  of feet  and  group  teaching  combined  with  group  dis¬ 
cussions,  we  believe,  are  helpful. 

The  great  difficulty  about  group  health  education  is  that  the  people 
most  likely  to  benefit  are  those  who  least  need  educating.  When  health 
education  hits  at  well  established  customs  and  prejudices,  it  seems  to  meet 
v/ith  little,  if  any,  responso,  and  many  people  have  not  the  "ears  to  hear." 

Tho  Quocnsbury  Home  Safety  Committee  continued  to  do  good  work  under 
the  Chairmanship  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Hoalth  Committeo.  Wo  had  a  special 
exhibition  in  September  of  ,rHazard  House",  opened  by  tho  Chairman  of  tho 
Council,  Councillor  Pohlmann.  The  house  used  was  an  old  one  and  wo  have 
wondered  whether  this  is  a  mistake,  for  people  tend  to  think  that  hazards 
they  see  in  this  house  are  not  the  same  they  would  meet  in  their  own  well- 
appointed  home.  Wo  wero  helped  a  great  deal  by  tho  members  of  the  Committee, 
particularly  perhaps  by  Mr.  Benson  of  the  ELectricity  Board,  and  all  the 
furniture  was  borrowed  from  various  members  of  the  Committee.  It  was  all 
old  furnituro.  There  was  no  doubt  that  a  great  deal  of  work  went  into  this 
exhibition  but  it  was  not  attended  as  well  as  we  should  havo  wished. 

At  Christmas,  shop  windows  in  Quocnsbury  and  in  Shelf  were  dooorated 
and  displayed  tho  dangers  of  Christmas  festivities,  including  paper  streamers, 
party  frocks,  glass  baubles,  etc.  An  essay  competition  was  held,  and  there 
was  a  ’Quiz1  the  children  being  issued  with  posters  of  "Careless  Cottage". 

All  our  postors  and  literature  wore  obtained  from  tho  County  Council,  and 
the  help  of  Miss  Edwards,  uhe  newly-appointed  County  Health  Education  Officer 
is  acknowledged. 

^r .  Shelley  also  arranged  more  general  education  in  environmental  public 
health  by  taking  the  children  round  tho  sowago  works,  swimming  baths,  refuse 
tips,  tho  bacon  factory,  food  promises  and  the  Black  Dyke  Mills. 

A  Film  was  shown  at  tho  Quocnsbury  Secondary  Modern  School  on  sex 
education.  This  film  was  only  shown  to  parents,  some  of  whom  considered  as 
I  do,  that  the  older  children  would  be  helped  by  seeing  it  but  other  parents 
objected.  I  hope  that  they  will  themselves  instruct  their  children. 
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Clines  and  Treatment  Centres* 


The  Table  of  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres  is  appended  in  Table  5. 

We  have  no  purpose-built  clinics  in  either  Quecnsbury  or  Shelf  but 
the  Queensbury  Clinic  was  adapted  by  the  County  Council  from  the  old 
billiard  room  at  the  Victoria  Hall  and  serves  as  an  example  of  co-operation 
between  the  County  and  the  District  Councils.  This  clinic  is  well  used  and 
presents  excellent  accommodation* 

The  Clinic  at  Shelf  is  held  in  the  Church  Hall,  which  is  centrally 
situated  in  Shelf  village.  Unfortunately,  the  population  of  Shelf  would 
not  justify  a  purpose-built  premises.  There  is  no  building  suitable  for 
adaptation. 

Consultant  Clinics  are  held  at  Brighouse  at  the  central  School  Clinic. 

This  is  a  converted  house  which  is  reasonably  satisfactory  but  plans  are 
in  hand  for  the  building  of  a  new  purpose-built  central  clinic  in  Police 
Street,  Brighouse. 

HOSPITALS. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  were  generally  admittod  to  the  Leeds  Hoad 
Isolation  Hospital,  Bradford,  and  cases  of  Tuberculosis  to  the  Northowram 
Hall  Hospital. 

Maternity. 

The  hospital  accommodation  provided  for  maternity  cases  is  excellent 
in  this  area.  Some  of  our  cases  go  to  Bradford  but  the  majority  are 
delivered  in  the  Halifax  General  Hospital.  This  Hospital  also  provides 
us  with  a  "Plying  Squad”  for  the  provision  of  blood  transfusions  and 
emergency  treatment  at  homo  in  cases  of  home  confinement.  V/o  have  received 
full  information  regarding  mothers  and  babies  when  they  were  discharged 
from  hospital. 

There  is  an  increased  tendency  for  mothers  to  be  admitted  and  dis¬ 
charged  after  48  hours,  and  there  is  a  large  public  opinion  in  the  country 
that  favours  this,  its  argument  being  that  within  forty-eight  hours  most 
emergencies  will  have  occurred  and  that  for  the  first  forty— eight  hours  it 
is  desirable  that  maternity  patients  are  under  skilled  supervision.  Women 
who  have  had  a  normal  first  baby  and  who  have  had  regular  anto-natal  care, 
should,  in  my  opinion,  generally  speaking,  stay  in  their  own  homo  if  it  is 
suitable.  The  effect  on  the  first  child  of  the  absence  of  the  mother  and 
her  return  with  a  stranger  to  whom  she  devotes  a  good  deal  of  her  attention, 
is  more  than  if  a  normal  baby  is  born  at  home,  and  our  skilled  Ibmiciliary 
Midwives  are  not  anxious  to  become  purely  maternity  nurses. 

The  rest  that  the  mother  gets  by  going  away  to  hospital  is  sometimes 
spo^t  by  the  worry  she  feels  at  leaving  her  home.  None  of  this  applies 
of  course,  to  the  first  baby  for  whom  there  is  a  balance  in  favour  of 
hospital  admission.  No  normal  patient  wants  to  stay  in  hospital  longer 
than  is  necessary,  and  it  is  appreciated  that  a  48-hour  discharge  relieves 
the  hospital  and  allows  the  mother  to  return  quickly  to  spend  very  much 
more  time  in  the  early  days,  sharing  the  delights  of  a  now  baby  with  her 
husband  and  family. 

Old  People. 

There  is  still  a  great  shortage  of  hospital  accommodation  for  old  people 
Some  old  people  have  to  be  admitted  to  hospital  in  Bradford  but  the  vast  majority 
go  to  St.  John's  Hospital,  Halifax.  This  Hospital  is  always  full  and  always 
has  a  substantial  waiting  list.  Many  of  the  old  people  who  require  hospital 
admission  require  it  urgently  and  it  is  sad  indeed  that  old  people  living  alone 
and  requiring  skilled  nursing  attention  have  to  remain  for  long  periods  before 
being  admitted.  Other  old  people  who  have  relatives  who  are  willing  to  make 
substantial  sacrifices  to  look  after  them  have  even  loss  chance  of  early 
admission.  14 
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Health  Visitors. 

Wo  were  pleased  to  welcome  Miss  Roberts,  who  joined  our  staff  of 
Health  Visitors  in  February.  There  wr.s  also  a  change  in  the  administration. 
Instead  of  each  Health  Visitor  being  responsible  for  one  area,  the  Health 
Visitors  were  attached  to  Family  Doctors.  This  enabled  the  Nurses  to  work 
very  closely  with  the  General  Practitioners  and  increasingly  they  have 
been  of  help  to  the  Doctors. 

Queonsbury  and  Shelf  are  reasonably  well  supplied  with  Family  Doctors 
at  the  present  time  but  all  Doctors  are  feeling  the  strain  of  an  increased 
demand  on  their  time.  There  is  no  doubt  that  they  have  difficulty  in 
finding  the  time  to  deal  with  many  mothers  Wuo  have  social  problems.  The 
Health  Vistior  who  visits  the  house  regularly  when  the  patient  is  not  ill, 
can  give  the  Doctor  useful  information  when  sickness  arises  in  tho  family, 
and  tho  Doctor,  who  has  that  special  indefinable  relationship  which  all 
good  Doctors  have  with  their  patients,  can  often  give  tho  Health  Visitor 
usoful  clues  when  she  is  dealing  with  a  particularly  difficult  family 
situation. 

We  are  fortunate  in  that  our  Doctors  in  Queonsbury  and  Shelf  have 
always  worked  in  a  spirit  of  co-operation  with  this  Department,  and  I  am 
Happy  to  state  that  not  one  of  them  has  over  been  unco— operative  or 
antagonistic.  The  only  way  to  work  properly  is,  as  a  team,  pulling  one 
way,  and  this  we  have  always  been  able  to  do  but  I  believe  and  hope  that 
this  attachment  to  individual  practices  will  foster  the  team  spirit  and 
that  Doctors  will  bo  able  to  use  these  highly  trained  women  as  some  relief 
to  themselves  as  well  as  to  the  benefit  of  their  patients. 

In  those  days  of  more  and  more  leisure  for  more  and  more  people,  the 
Family  Doctor  seems  faced  with  a  prospect  of  more  and  more  work  and  less 
and  loss  time  to  do  it.  The  number  of  Doctors  is  not  keeping  pace  with 
the  rise  in  population,  and  relief  for  the  overworked  and  often  harassed 
Practitioner  must  be  our  aim.  Many  individual  patients,  all  of  whom 
regard  their  Doctor  as  their  own  particular  confidant  and  friend,  one  to 
call  on  in  oimes  of  trouble  will  often  bo  able  to  consult  the  Health  Visitor 
who  is  attached  to  a  practico  and  who  is  fully  conversant  with  all  tho 
social  agencies  available,  and  who  is  a  competent  and  skilled  person,  highly 
trained  in  her  own  work,  and  will  bo  able  to  decide  on  the  solution  of  many 
social  problems  only  referring  those  to  the  Doctor  which  are  necessary. 

The  same  advice,  given  in  a  different  way,  can,  by  misunderstanding, 
appear  to  be  different.  Although  in  Queonsbury  and  Shelf,  with  our  good 
understanding,  we  have  had  no  difficulty,  patients  do  sometimes  give  a 
version  of  this  advice  which  appears  to  bo  at  complete  variance  v/ith  an 
opinion  given  by  someone  else.  Obviously,  attachment  in  tho  real  sense  of 
the  word  should  obviate  any  misunderstanding  of  this  kind. 

Ihe  attachment  of  Health  Visitors  to  Dcctors  has  made  our  administration 
a  littlo  more  difficult,  for  instead  of  knowing  that  a  certain  Health  Visitor 
was  responsible  for  an  area,  we  have  first  to  find  the  Family  Doctor  of  the 
patient,  beforo  being  certain  as  to  which  Nurso  is  visiting  that  patient. 
There  have  been  other  difficulties  for  us,  but  these  can,  and  will,  all  bo 
overcome,  and  are  well  worth  while  if  the  new  system  of  attaching  Health 
Visitors  to  practices,  does  relieve  our  overworked  Family  Doctor,  and,  most 
important  of  all,  does  help  patients  to  h”vo  the  best  possible  advice  when 
dealing  v/ith  their  own  particular  problem. 

In  public  health,  wo  a  ?  responsible  for  community  care  but  we  must 
never  forget  that  tho  coi.imunity  is  made  up  of  individual  patients  and  every 
individual  must  be  dealt  with  sympathetically  and  individually.  It  is  some¬ 
times  difficult  to  deal  with  people  sympathetically  particularly  when  they 
present  their  casc3  in  a  roundabout  and  almost  incomprehensible  manner.  The 
Health  Visitor  can  adviso  them  and  often  relieve  the  Doctor  and  save  his  most 
valuable  time.  I  believe  that  working  together,  early  problems  affecting  the 
mental  health  of  the  family  can  bo  solved  and  so  relieve  the  Psychiatrists, 
who,  in  this  modern  age,  arc  called  upon  more  and  more  and  have  less  and  less 
time  to  deal  with  problems. 
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The  number  of  visits  made  by  the  two  Health  Visitors  in  the  Queens- 
bury  and  Shelf  area  is  given  below:- 

No.  of  Visits. 

Expectant  Mothers 
Childron  under  One  Year  of  Age 
Children  between  One  and  Five  Years 
Other  cases  (old  people,  problems 

families,  etc.) 


5969 


Ante-Natal  Clinics. 

Two  ante-natal  clinics  were  held  at  Queensbury  and  two  in  Shelf  ..each 
month.  Ninety  patients  attended  during  the  year,  and  altogether  524 
attendances  were  made  at  the  two  Clinics. 

There  were  1 87  total  births  during  the  year,  so  that  approximately 
half  the  expectant  mothers  attended  our  ante— natal  clinics,  and  all  the 
others  received  ante— natal  care,  either  from  their  own  Doctor  or  from  the 
Hospital.  Seventy-eight  patients  were  delivered  at  home,  the  remaining 
patients  being  delivered  in  hospital. 

Relaxation  Clines. 

Special  relaxation  clinics  continued  to  be  held  for  expectant  mothers. 
These  classes  are  particularly  valuable  in  first  deliveries  and  we  often 
have  difficulty  in  persuading  mothers  who  have  had  children  before  to  attend 
because  of  the  difficulty  of  arranging  for  the  care  of  the  children.  As 
most  first  babies  are  born  in  hospital,  the  numbers  attending  these  classes 
arc  relatively  few  but  we  have  had  excellent  reports  from  the  hospital 
of  the  results.  Fifteen  women  attended  and  made  63  attendances. 

Domiciliary  Midwifery. 

We  lost  Miss  Jenkinson  at  the  end  of  October,  after  almost  forty 
years  service  in  this  district.  It  was  a  sad  occasion  for  us  but  happy 
in  that  Miss  Jenkinson  was  now  able  to  have  a  well  earned  rest.  We  hope 
she  will  have  good  health  in  her  retirement. 

We  have  not  been  able  to  replace  her  and  this  has  placed  a  strain 
on  our  other  Midwives  who  have  willingly  and  ably  filled  the  breach.  We 
are  still  trying  to  fill  the  vacancy.  The  Council  will  eventually  provide 
housing  for  our  new  Midwife. 

The  work  of  the  Midwives  is  set  out  in  Table  6  below:— 

TABLE  6  -  WORK  DONE  BY  MIPWIVES  IN  1964. 


26 

1560 

2312 

2071 


Labours  conducted: 

As  Midwlvos 

78 

As  Maternity  Nurses 

- 

Total 

78 

Ante-natal  visits 

468 

Post-natal  visits 

1463 
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Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

Table  7  below  gives  the  attendances  at  the  respective  Infant  Welfare 
Centres  in  1 9^4 s— 

TABLE  7  -  ATTENDANCES  AT  INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES  IN  1964. 


Infant  Welfare 

Number  of 

Number  of  Children 

Total  Number 

Centre. 

Children  who 

who  first  attended 

of  Attendances 

attended  during 

during  the  year  and 

made  during 

year. 

who  on  the  date  of 
their  f.U.  t  attend¬ 
ance  were  under  one 
year  of  age. 

Year. 

Queen sbury 

312 

119 

2166 

Shelf 

146 

48 

1179 
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CLIiTICS  AND  TSxUJMLNT  GINTRES 


LOJTAL  HHALTH. 

This  is  a  Divisional  report  as  it  is  not  thought  desirable  or  pract¬ 
ical  to  separate  thi3  Service  into  districts. 

*  j  •  *>  j  ^ 

Mr.  Parkinson,  the  Senior  Mental  Welfare  Officer,  who  is  responsible 
for  a  wide  area  which  includes  this  Division,  whose  Hoad  Office  is  in 
ngnouso,  left  us  in  October  to  take  a  year's  course  in  Psychiatric  Social 
welfare  through  the  University  of  Leeds.  I  am  sure  that  when  he  returns 
to  us  with  a  larger  horizon,  he  will  bo  able  to  help  our  Mental  Welfare 
Officers,  both  of  whom  are  very  keen  Officers.  We  have  boon  helped  by  the 

assistance  of  Mrs.  Carter,  an  experienced  Officer  from  Golcar,  during  his 
absence.  B 

The  Mental  Health  Services  in  this  area  grow  and  improve  daily.  Tho 
oncrai  Practitioners  rely  more  and  more  on  the  Mental  Welfare  Officer,  and 
as  heir  help  often  in  dealing  with  their  patients,  arranging  out-patient 
appointments  and  finding  employment,  and  the  liaison  between  our  Mental 
Welfare  Officers  and  the  General  Practitioners  has  improved  since  the 
uccrs  have  become  known.  They  are  increasingly  being  asked  for  their 
elp  m  dealing  with  patients,  arranging  outpatient  appointments,  and 
lr, cting  employment.  It  is  considered  that  as  much  preventive  care  as 
aftercare  is  undertaken  by  the  Mental  Welfare  Officers,  who  also  continually 
suppor.  relatives,  and  by  now  a  good  liaison  exists  between  our  Officers 
and  toe  different  voluntary  agencies  that  are  available  to  help,  and  the 
Youth  unployment  Officer  has  helped  us  with  employable  subnormal  patients. 

In-Service  Training. 

During  the  year,  fortnightly  seminars  have  been  held,  where  difficult 
cases  can  be  discussed  with  Mrs.  Farrow,  the  competont  and  experienced 
eac her  appointed  by  the  County  Council,  and  meanwhile  the  conferences  have 
boon  held  at  Storthes  Hall  for  the  Consultants. 

Psychiatric  Social  Clubs. 

.  T“is  ^vision  has  no  social  club  and  I  do  not  consider  that  one  is 
desirable.  The  Quoensbury  patients  go  to  Bradford  but  tho  remainder  of  this 
Division  is  well  served  by  Halifax,  where  the  4  U  Club,  which  is  a  therapeutic 
ciub,  is  conducted  by  the  local  Consultant  Psychiatrist,  Dr.  Ropschitz,  who 
himself  attends  every  week,  and  patients  from  this  Division  and  Division  19 
and  ohe  Halifax  County  Borough  all  attend  together.  It  has  now  been  established 

dnrr^00*^^  ^ W®i1  kno'm'  Ucst  RidinS  patients  are  usually  intro¬ 

duced  to  the  Club  by  the  Mental  Welfare  Officers  and  one  of  them  always  attends. 

attend  °aSe  01  outpatlcnts  of  Dr*  Ropschitz,  he  himself  arranges  for  them  to 

The  Contact  Club  at  Clockheaton  is  convenient  for  the  attendance  of  few 
of  our  patients  and  only  one  or  two  of  them  make  tho  journey  over  the  hill. 

When  it  means  travelling  to  anothor  area,  Brighouse  people  do  not  usually 
accept  anything  less  than  a  large  town,  and  Halifax  and  Huddersfield  (particu¬ 
larly  Halifax)  are  the  natural  venues  of  patients  from  most  of  this  area. 

V  ful1  des.cription  of  the  4U  Club,  which  is  certainly  doing  good  work 
was  given  last  year. 

There  is  also  a  club  at  Huddersfield,  where,  at  the  present  time,  none 
of  our  patients  attend.  It  is  possible  that  if  the  clinic  is  moved  to  St. 

Luke  s  Hospital,  attendance  here  will  bo  made  by  some  of  tho  patients  attend¬ 
ing  at  St.  Luke's. 

Out-Patient  Clinics. 

Tho  local  Out-Patient  Clinic  at  Brighouse  continued  to  function  during 

the  year,  eighty-six  new  patients  wero  referred  and  attendances  during  tho 
year  totalled  49 1.  6 
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The  Clinic  has  now  been  established,  almost  ton  years.  Doctors  in  the 
Division  regularly  refer  patients  to  it.  Patients  v/ho  have  been  discharged 
from  Storthes  Hall  and  were  under  Dr.  Herridge,  the  Consultant  in  Charge, 
normally  attend  here,  and  Dr.  Herridge  believes  that  the  main  purpose  of 
the  Clinic,  which  is  a  preventive  one,  is  being  fulfilled,  and  that  by  this 
means  it  has  been  possible  to  prevent  the  admission  of  many  patients  who 
would  otherwise  have  had  to  spend  a  period  in  a  psychiatric  hospital. 

Patients  attend  here  more  readily  than  they  would  a  hospital.  Situated  as 
it  is  in  the  usual  clinic  premises  which  caters  for  schoolchildren  and 
special  cases  referred  to  the  department,  the  attendance  of  psychiatric 
patients  does  not  mark  them  out  as  segregated  members  of  the  community. 

Some  of  our  patients  in  Quecnsbury  and  Shelf  attend  the  outpatients 
department  at  Bradford  St.  Luke’s  Hospital  on  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays.  It 
has  been  impossible  to  provide  Mental  Welfare  Officers  at  these  clinics, 
where  West  Riding  patients  are  few,  but  the  liaison  with  Bradford  has  been 
very  good  and  Mental  Welfare  Officers  at  Bradford  have  kept  us  informed  so 
that  after  care  can  be  arranged. 

Divisional  Training  Centro. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  there  were  thirty-five  on  the  register 
at  our  Training  Centre.  During  the  year,  there  v/ere  eleven  discharges  and 
three  admissions,  so  that  at  the  end  of  the  year,  the  number  on  the  register 
was  twenty— seven .  Twenty— two  of  the  twenty— seven  children  belong  to  this 
Division  and  five  children,  one  boy  and  four  girls,  are  children  from  our 
neighbouring  Division  19» 

Owing  to  the  delay  in  the  establishment  of  our  new  comprehensive 
Training  Centre  due  to  site  difficulties,  the  Committee  agreed  that  the  adult 
girls  should  undertake  a  certain  amount  of  industrial  work.  The  staff  in 
the  Training  Centre  voluntarily  gave  up  the  staff  room  for  the  accommodation 
of  these  adult  girls,  who  have  taken  a  real  pride  in  their  work  and  enjoy 
taking  home  a  regular  though  small  wage  packet. 

The  site  for  the  new  Training  Centre  has  now  been  provisionally  agreed 
in  Lower  Ldge  Road,  Rastrick.  It  is  very  much  hoped  that  work  on  this  Centre 
will  begin  in  1965  and  the  Centre  will  be  opened  for  uso  in  19 66. 

The  staff  at  the  Training  Centre,  and  Miss  Taylor,  the  Supervisor, 
have  proved  themselves  very  adaptable  in  undertaking  this  work  with  adults 
in  unsuitable  premises. 

Mental  Deficiency. 

Regular  visits  were  made  by  the  Mental  Welfare  Officers  to  all 
defectives  in  the  area  who  are  under  our  care.  The  number  of  defectives 
under  our  care  at  the  31st  December,  1 964  was  as  followss- 


Males  under  1 6  years  of  age  9 
Females  under  16  years  of  age  11 
Males  over  16  years  of  age  45 
Females  over  16  years  of  age  31 


The  following  are  the  particulars  of  the  seventy-six  adults  under  our 
care  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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Forty-two  defectives,  (thirty  males  and  twelve  females)  were  in 
regular  gainful  employment,  ten  males  being  employed  in  the  textile  trade, 
seventeen  as  labourers,  two  as  farm  labourers,  and  one  working  for  his 
father.  Of  the  females,  nine  were  employed  in  the  textile  industry,  one 
on  shop  work,  one  on  laundry  and  domestic  work,  and  one  for  Remploy.  Five 
female  defectives  were  occupied  a+  home  in  household  tasks  and  handwork, 
and  four  male  defectives  assisted  in  the  home.  One  female  defective  is 
suffering  from  crippling  defects  which  prevent  :her  employment,  and  another 
seven  defectives  (four  males  and  three  females)  did  not  follow  any  occup¬ 
ation.  Seven  males  over  sixteen  attended  an  industrial  centre,  and  ton 
females  over  sixtoen  attended  our  training  centre. 

Of  the  twenty  children,  sixteen  (nine  males  and  seven  females)  attended 
the  Training  Centre,  the  remaining  four  female  children  being  cared  for  at 
home. 


iv 
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SANITARY  CIRC UMSTANCUS  IN  THE  AREA 


Water  Supply. 

Bradford  Corporation  are  now  responsible  for  the  supply  of  water  to 
this  Urban  District.  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  S.  Asquith,  the  Waterworks 
Engineer  for  the  City  of  Bradford,  for  the  following  information 

"There  are  3,645  houses  on  public  supply,  20  not  being  on  public 
supply,  there  having  been  no  extensions  to  the  supply  area  during  1964* 

"The  main  source  of  supply  to  the  Queensbury  and  Shelf  area  is  from 
Thornton  Moor  Reservoir.  During  the  past  year,  155  samples  have  been  taken 
of  treated  and  distributed  water  from  this  source,  and  of  these,  94-8$  were 
free  from  coliforms  and  96.8$  were  free  from  faecal  coli.  A  recent  chemical 
analysis  shows  this  water  to  be  of  good  organic  purity. 

"As  far  as  I  am  aware,  there  have  been  no  complaints  of  lack  of  supply 
generally,  following  the  carrying  out  of  remedial  works. 

"According  to  my  records,  no  supplies  have  been  restricted  or  closed. 

"Eighteen  new  houses  in  Queensbury,  and  30  now  houses  in  Shelf  have 
been  provided  with  a  public  supply  during  1964* 

"The  total  length  of  mains  has  been  extended  by  914  yards  as  follows s- 

Ford  Hill  Estate,  Queensbury  73  yards  of  4f,» 

Hunger  Hill  Estate,  Queensbury  631  yards  of  4n* 

South  Lane  Estate,  Shelf  210  yards  of  4n • 

In  addition,  7 6  yards  of  3"  main  have  been  replaced  by  a  4" 
main  at  Lane  Side,  West  Scholes." 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 


Sewerage. 

I  am  informed  that  the  sewerage  system  within  the  Urban  District  has 
functioned  satisfactorily,  there  having  been  no  serious  blockages. 

Shibden  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

Following  the  report  from  the  Consultants,  a  special  report  was  prepared 
for  submission  to  the  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Committee. 

COUNCIL  HOUSING. 

Current  Development. 

During  the  year,  the  Old  People’s  Bungalows  at  the  Cockhill  Estate  were 
compl et ed. 

In  1958,  191  houses  were  scheduled  for  slum  clearance  in  the  following 
fifteen  years.  By  1 96 1 ,  76  of  these  had  been  demolished  or  closed,  and  in 
a  further  15  cases,  we  had  taken  action  but  the  tenants  were  awaiting  re¬ 
housing,  and  9  houses  were  awaiting  demolition,  so  that  we  had  taken  action 
in  respect  of  100  houses. 

Further  action  was  obviously  dependent  on  the  building  of  new  houses, 
and  in  the  report  of  I96I,  the  opinion  was  expressed  that  the  rate  of  building 
should  not  bo  less  than  20  houses  a  year  and  that  100  houses  should  be  ready 
for  occupation  before  the  end  of  1965*  Since  that  time,  76  now  bungalows  have 
been  completed,  46  at  New  Park  Road  and  30  at  Cockhill,  and  work  is  well 
advanced  on  the  Hunger  Hill  Estate  of  94  houses.  We  arc  hoping  that  some  of 
these  will  be  available  towards  the  end  of  1 965  for  tenants  displaced  by  slum 
clearance. 
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At  the  end  of  1964,  115  houses  have  been  demolished  or  closed,  and  35 
other  houses  had  been  the. subject  of  formal  action,  so  that  a  total  of  I50 
houses  had  been  dealt  with  by  this  Department,  while  17  houses  had  been 
withdrawn  from  the  programme  because  of  repair  or  change  of  use.  This  makes 
a  grand  total  of  1 67  houses,  leaving  24  remaining  from  the  original  programme 
drawn  up  in  1956.  This  programme  was,  of  course,  amended  by  our  1961  survey 
but  it  will  be  appreciated  that  only  150  houses  have  been  dealt  with  in  the 
last  ten  years  of  our  fifteen— year  programme,  and  this  rate  of  progress  is 
not  sufficient  to  deal  with  the  problem  Y/e  have  in  hand. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  total  number  of  unfit  houses  in  this  area  is 
650.  This  year,  only  four  individual  houses  were  represented.  Closing  Orders 
were  made  on  three  of  them  and  in  the  case  of  one,  Upper  Springhead  Farm,  an 
undertaking  not  to  relet  accepted. 

i/c  should  have  liked  to  represent  more  houses  but  only  four  families 
.7 ore  rehoused  from  slum  clearance  property  during  1964  and  it  is  important 
that  our  programme  be  integrated  v/ith  the  housing  programme..  Once  a  house 
has  been  represented  and  is  unfit,  there  is  a  tendency  for  more  hardship  to 
be  experienced.  People  know  that  their  house  is  likely  to  come  down  in  the 
near  xuturc  and  when  time  goes  on  without  them  being  rehoused,  they  become 
increasingly  worried  and  indeed  waste  quite  a  lot  of  our  time  in  1  .  ■» 

reassurance  which  has  to  be  vaguo  and  so  less  effective. 

4vlt orations  to  56  houses  which  had  been  given  improvement  grants  were 
completed  during  the  year.  Light  houses  were  completed  by  the  Local  Authority 
during  the  year  and  43  were  erected  by  private  enterprise.  Despite  the 
standard  grant  provisions,  there  are  still  120  pail  closets  and  18  waste 
water  closets  in  the  area  and  almost  1000  people  do  not  have  an  internal  w.c. 

In  a  cold  district  like  Queensbury,  this  is  a  real  hardship  and  should  not  be 
tolerated.  Particularly  unfortunate  are  people  who  have  to  share  their  w.c’s 
or  whose  w.c’s  are  built  in  a  block  with  those  of  other  houses.  If  the 
water  supply  to  one  w.c.  freezes  up,  they  all  become  out  of  order,  so  that 
one  tenant  who  neglects  to  take  very  necessary  precautions  can  cause  groat 
hardship  to  their  neighbours.  In  1965?  in  an  Urban  area,  it  is  wrong  that 
this  should  happen.  As  slum  clearance  proceeds,  wo  hope  this  problem  will 
bo  dealt  with,  winter  this  year  was  comparatively  mild  but  we  still  had 
some  trouble  with  the  water  closets. 

It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  wo  still  have  a  backlog  of  35  houses 
av/aiting  demolition,  but  considerable  progress  should  be  possible  in  1 966, 
when  the  94  houses  at  Hunger  Hill  become  available. 

With  the  present  high  interest  rates,  it  is  impossible  to  look  too  far 
ahead,  and  it  must  be  remembered  that  in  Queensbury,  back— to— back  houses  do 
not  present  the  same  problem  as  in  a  low-lying  district.  Some  people  who 
have  through  houses  do  their  best  during  the  winter  months  to  prevent  through 
ventilation. 

Obviously,  areas  like  the  Granby  Fields  area,  which  consists  of  40  lypo 
1  c^ck-to— back  and  32  Itype  11  back— to— back  houses,  might  lend  themselves  to 
re— development ,  ana  a  Development  Committee  has  been  formed  and  v/ill  consider 
the  whole  problem.  In  the  meantime,  wo  have  only  allowed  for  100  houses  to 
be  dealt  with  up  to  1975>  leaving  550  houses  for  the  rather  distant  future. 

It  seems  possible  that  action  on  these  houses  may  have  to  be  taken  by 

another  authority,  for  the  present  proposals  of  the  Boundary  Commission  envisago 
Queensbury  and  Shelf  being  taken  over  cither  as  one  unit  or  as  twor.  It  is 
hoped  that  before  this  happens,  this  Council,  through  its  Development  Committee 
will  be  able  to  make  firm  plans  for  the  town’s  future. 

Shelf  is  obviously  a  very  attractive  residential  area,  but  Queensbury  has 

its  own  groat  advanxagos,  and  with  modern  forms  of  heating,  could  well  become 

a  very  desirable  locality. 
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Post-War  Dwellings  Greeted  or  under  construction  at  31st  December,  196.4* 


Queensbury 

Moorclose  site 
Hungerb.il  1 
Albert  Crescent 
Russell  Avenue 
New  Park  Road 
Hungerh-ill  Intension  Site 

(under  construction) 

Shelf 

Burned  Road  Estate 
Westcroft  Avenue 
Cockhill 

Total 

Existing  Estates  (Contributed  by  G. 


Houses 

Plats 

Bungalows 

23 

— 

50 

68 

— 

1 

- 

16 

76 

94 

34 

- 

— 

8 

- 

— 

36 

24 

50 

246 

92 

142 

is  e) 

■This  Council  now  owns  503  properties  made  up  of  180  old  peoples 
bungalows  224  houses,  92  flats  and  7  cottages.  The  estates  are  scattered 
throughout  the  urban  area  with  the  largest  concentrations  on  the  Hillcrest 
Estate,  Queensbury  and  the  Belle  Vue  Estate,  Shell.  There  are  still  waiting 
lists  for  accommodation  at  both  Quoensbury  and  Shelf,  but  the  demand  is  much 
greater  in  the  Quoensbury  area. 


I  set  out  below  a  table  showing  the  number  of  properties  on  the  various 
estates  and  the  rentals  chargeds- 


Situation 


No.  of  Net  weekly  Gross  rental 

Houses  Rent  (50  weeks 

collection) 


OLD  PEOPLE'S  BUNGALOWS 


Albion  Street 
The  Grove 
Burnside 

Belle  Vue  Crescent 
Albert  Crescent 
Belle  Vue  Rise 
Ashbourne  Crescent 
Ashbourne  Crescent 


Russell  Hall  Lane 
(Non  parlour  type) 

Russell  Avenue  (Parlour) 
do  do  (Non  Parlour) 
Russell  Road  (Parlour) 

do  do  (Non  Parlour) 
Westfield  Terrace  (Parlour) 
do  (Non  Parlour) 

Moorclose  Lane  Parlour 
do  do 

Moorclose  Avenue  (Parlour) 
do  do  do 

Burnley  Hill  Terrace  do 

do  (Non  Parlour) 

Belle  Vue  Road  (2  Bedrooms) 
do  (3  Bedrooms) 

do  do 

Westcroft  Avenue 
(Dining  Recess) 

Burned  Road  (Parlour) 

do  (Dining  Recess) 


S.  D. 

S.  D. 

8 

8.  2. 

14.  4. 

10 

8.  2. 

14-  4. 

20 

8.  2. 

14.  7. 

20 

14.  7. 

21.  8. 

16 

14.  7. 

21.11. 

30 

19.10. 

27.  2. 

30 

14.  7. 

21.11. 

46 

19.10. 

27.  4. 

HOUSES 

6 

20,  2. 

30.11. 

to  20.  8. 

31.  8. 

6 

22.  0. 

34.  2. 

6 

18.  8. 

28.  8. 

12 

,  20.  2. 

30.  6.. 

t0  22.  6. 

34.  8. 

2 

18.  8. 

28.  8. 

2 

22.  6. 

34.  8. 

12 

20.  8. 

31.  5. 

3 

23.  0. 

35.  8. 

1 

23.11. 

37.  0. 

5 

23.11. 

37.  0. 

14 

22.  6. 

34.  8. 

4 

23.  0. 

35.  8. 

20 

20.  2. 

30.11. 

12 

22.  8. 

33.  9. 

6 

25.  6. 

38.  3. 

18 

24.10. 

36.10. 

8 

25-  9- 

40.  3. 

4 

25-  9. 

39-10. 

2 

25-  9. 

39.10. 
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Burnside  Ave.  (Parlour) 
do  (Dining  Recess) 

Hillcrest  Road  (do) 

do  do  (2  Bedrooms) 

do  do  (3  Bedrooms) 

Russell  Avenue 
(Russell  House) 

78  West  laid 
80  West  Hid 
50  Priestley  Hill 


Hillcrest  Road 
Hillcrest  Avenue 
Belle  Vue  Road 
Bello  Vue  Crescent 


10 

25.  9- 

39.10. 

18 

25.  9. 

39.10. 

32 

25.  9. 

39.10. 

12 

22.  8. 

33.  9. 

6 

25.  6. 

38.  3. 

1 

40.  4. 

64.  4. 

1 

16.  0. 

23.  9. 

1 

15.  6. 

22.  7. 

1 

1 6.  6. 

24.  8. 

FLATS 

40 

20.  1. 

30.  7. 

28 

20.  1. 

30.  7. 

16 

20.  1. 

30.  7. 

8 

20.  1. 

30.  7. 

.  V..  ;■ 


r 


*  «. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES . 

General. 

Table  10  shows  the  monthly  incidence  of  notifications  received  in  respect 
of  infectious  diseases. 

The  infectious  disease  most  provalont  during  1964  was  Measles.  Altogether 
62  cases  were  notified. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

There  has  been  no  case  of  Diphtheria  notified  in  Quconsbury  and  Shelf 
since  1948.  I  consider  that  it  is  fair  to  assume  that  the  fall  in  incidence 
of  this  disease,  which  is  general  throughout  the  country,  is  partly  due  to 
Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

As  with  previous  years,  I  give  the  figures  of  children  immunisedin 
two  groups,  the  first  being  children  who  have  received  either  an  initial  or 
a  booster  dose  in  the  last  five  years,  and  the  second  those  who  were  immunised 
at  a  date  preceding  this.  The  first  group  shows  children  who  can  be  regarded 
as  at  maximum  protection.  It  is  our  aim  to  carry  out  booster  doses  before 
admission  to  the  primary  school  at  the  age  of  five. 


Number  of  children  at  31st  December, 
immunisation  at  any  time  before  that  date 

1950):- 

Age  at  31.12.64.  Under  1.  1-4 

i.e.  Born  in  year. 1964.  1963-60 


1964,  who  had  completed  a  course  of 
(i.e.,  at  any  time  since  1st  January 


5-9.  10  -  14.  Under  15. 

1959-85.  1954-50. Total. 


A.  I960  -  1964.  86  486  282  109 

B.  1950  -  1959.  -  I?  233 


943 

312 


During  1964,  153  children  were  immunised  again  Diphtheria,  Whooping 
Cough  and  Tetanus  by  Triple  Vaccine.  In  addition,  four  children  were 
immunised  separately  for  Diphtheria  and  Tetanus  and  123  were  given  a  re¬ 
inforcing  dose  against  Diphtheria.  Of  the  children  immunised  against 
Diphtheria,  one  hundred  and  thirty  eight  were  under  one  year  of  age. 

The  prophylactics  used  were  three  doses  of  Ice  Triple  Vaccine  (Diphtheria 
and  Tetanus  Toxoid  and  Pertussis  Vaccine)  for  children  under  five  years. 
Parents  of  these  children  were  also  given  the  choice  of  having  their  children 
immunised  separately  for  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough,  or  having  a  combined 
Diphtheria/Tetanus  or  Whooping  Cough/Tetanus  injection. 


Vaccination  against  Smallpox. 

Fifty  vaccinations  and  two  re-vaccinations  wore  carried  out  during  the 
year.  This  compares  with  last  year’s  figures  of  19  primary  and  four  re- 
vaccinations. 
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B.C.G.  Vaccination. 


B.C.G.  Vaccination  was  offered  to  1017  twelve-year-old  and  thirteen- 
year-old  schoolchildren.  Parents  of  only  652,  or  64$  consented  to  this 
valuable  measure  as  compared  with  the  County  average  for  1 963  of  71$. 

All  those  652  children  were  tested.  'Thirty-seven  of  them,  or  6$,  were 
found  to  be  positive  reactors  and  presumably  had  been  exposed  to  the 
disease  at  some  time,  and  615  with  negative  reactions  were  given  B.C.G. 
vaccination. 

Lantoux  testing  and  vaccination  of  contacts  were  also  carried  out. 

Sixty  child  contacts  received  skin  tests.  Seven  of  these  were  posit¬ 
ive.  Ninety-throe  children  received  B.C.G.  vaccination,  including  forty 
babies  not  previously  given  a  skin  test. 

The  figures  under  this  section  are  all  Divisional  ones  as  it  is  not 
thought  desirable  to  pinpoint  localities. 

Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis. 

Some  injections  of  Poliomyelitis  vaccination  continued  an-d  14,709 
persons  had  received  three  injections  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

In  addition,  18  children  in  the  most  vulnerable  age  group  5—12 
years  were  given  booster  doses  by  injection. 

V  L  j  1  .  .  , 

The  oral  vaccine  confers  a  broader  immunity  than  the  Salk  vaccine 

and  is  now  available  for  all. 

•  1  -*  ,  •  r 

iJ. together,  3225  children  and  471  adults  had  completed  immunisation 
by  oral  vaccine  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  4061  persons  had  received 
oral  vaccine  as  a  reinforcing  measure  after  two  or  three  doses  of  Salk 
or  oral  vaccine. 

Oral  vaccine  is  now  well-ostablishod  and  it  is  rare  indeed  that  we 
arc  now  asked  for  protection  by  an  injection  of  Salk  vaccine. 

The  figures  givon  under  this  section  are  all  Divisional  ones. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISJ36SIS. 


As  with  1963,  1964  v/as  a  year  in  which  very  little  infectious  disease 
was  notified.  If  we  take  out  the  Measles,  there  were  only  nine  other  cases 
notified,  one  of  them  being  Tuberculosis.  There  were  only  two  cases  of  bear- 
let  Fever  notified  and  four  cases  of  Whooping  Gough,  one  case  of  Poliomyeli  is 
and  a  case  of  Erysipelas. 

Tuberculosis. 

No  action  v/as  found  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of 
Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  nor  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 

Section  172. 

There  were  two  notifications  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  during  the  year 
in  two  males,  one  a  man  of  forty-three,  and  the  other  a  man  of  sixty-one, 
whose  death  occurred  before  the  notification  was  made,  and  so  does  not  appear 
on  the  table  given  overleaf. 

Three  cases  recovered  from  the  disease,  and  two  men,  in  addition  to  the 
one  mentioned  in  the  previous  paragraph,  died.  There  was,  therefore,  a  fall 
in  the  number  on  the  register  of  four. 

No  cases  of  Non-Respiratory  Tuberculosis  were  notified. 

We  have  a  system  of  special  contact  cards,  and  all  contacts  of  new^  cases 
are  investigated,  including  a  follow-up  X-ray  examination  at  the  Royal  Halifax 
Infirmary.  The  older  contacts  are  followed  up  regularly,  and  as  many  as 
possible  are  X-rayed  whenever  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  visits  the  Divisional 
Area.  The  number  of  known  contacts  at  present  under  observation  in  the 
Queensbury  and  Shelf  Urban  District  is  eighty-seven  in  respect  of  thirty- 
seven  respiratory  cases  on  the  register. 

The  Divisional  Care  Committee  continued  to  do  good  work  and  to  distri¬ 
bute  clothing,  coal  and  food  parcels  to  needy  people.  Christmas  parcels  were 
also  distributed  as  usual  and  an  annual  day  trip  to  the  seaside  for  patients 
and  their  families  who  are  unlikely  to  have  a  holiday  any  other  way  was  held. 


Cancer  and  Malignant  Diseases. 

There  were  sixteen  deaths  during  1964,  sEx  males  and  ten  females,  from 
some  form  of  malignant  disease,  two  of  the  males  dying  of  Cancer  of  the 

lung. 
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Monthly  Notifications  of  Infectious  Pisoaso  1964 


Jan 

Fob  Mar 

A  pi 

May 

Jun 

Jul 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Pec 

Total 

Measles 

— 

2 

5 

12 

25 

11 

- 

- 

2 

1 

4 

62 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

Respiratory- 
Tub  erculo sis 

1 

> . 

1 

Non-Resp 

Tub erculosis 

- 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

— 

1 

Scarl ct 

Fever 

- 

-  - 

- 

1 

1 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Whooping 

Cough 

- 

1 

3 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

4 

lAysipolas 

— 

-  - 

1 

— 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Total 

2 

3 

9 

13 

26 

11 

- 

— 

2 

• 

1 

4 

71 

2? 


Annual  Report  for  1964* 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Harling  and  Gentleman, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  report  for  19&4  "being  the  eighteenth 
report  since  I  took  up  my  duties  here  in  April  1946.  It  has  "been  a  rather 
disappointing  year,  looking  "back  at  it  now.  A  whole  year  lost  in  progress 
with  Smoke  Control  because  of  the  withdrawal  of  our  No. 3  Smoke  Control  Order 
and  the  ro-appraisal  of  the  fuel  supply  situation!  and  little  further  pro¬ 
gress  has  been  made  with  our  slum  Clearance  programme,  although  in  all  fair¬ 
ness  it  should  be  said  that  we  are  well  in  hand  with  the  stated  current  5 
year  programme.  X  have  not  yet  been  able  to  submit  to  the  Council  a  report 
on  proposals  for  Improvement  Areas,  a  thing  which  I  had  hoped  to  manage  to 
do  in  1964?  it  has  been  another  very  unsettled  year  in  regard  to  the  labour 
force  employed  in  refuse  collection;  and  the  salvage  yield  has  slowly  declined 
as  a  side  effect  of  this. 

On  the  brighter  side,  we  did  manage  to  keep  up  our  regular  weekly  refuse 
collections  right  up  to  Christmas,  and  the  refuse  tip  at  last  begins  to  look 
reasonably  smart  now  that  the  planting  of  trees  around  its  perimeter  is 
completed,  and  part  of  the  boundary  wall  rebuilt.  The  Authorized  Meat 
Inspector  had  his  first  full  year  with  us  and  has  carried  out  his  duties 
consistently  well,  and  deserves  commendation  for  spotting  a  case  of  swine 
fever  on  1st  June,  which  lead  to  500  infected  animals  and  contacts  being 
slaughtered  at  the  premises  of  origin.  Mr.  Walker  the  Assistant  Public 
Health  Inspector  came  to  us  on  1st  April  and  embarked  on  a  routine  housing 
survey  and  also  on  a  food  sampling  programme.  In  regard  to  the  presence  of 
Brucella  in  milk  I  feel  that  the  sampling  of  farm  bottled  milk  carried  out 
over  the  last  two  years  is  beginning  to  have  effect,  only  one  cow  being 
found  to  excrete  the  organism  in  the  samples  taken  after  cows  were  taken 
inside  for  the  winter  of  1964*  As  we  make  a  practice  of  taking  individual 
milks  from  all  cows  in  our  area  whose  milk  is  farm  bottled  we  do  not  run  the 
risk  of  a  false  sense  of  security  which  could  result  from  consumer  or  bulk 
sampling.  We  are  at  the  mercy  of  changes  in  the  cow  population  between  series 
of  samples,  but  nevertheless  feel  to  be  exercising  a  sensible  control,  and 
indirectly  inducing  selective  culling  of  the  herds  by  the  farmers. 

In  May  we  had  the  excitement  of  the  corned  beef  chase,  and  found  158  x 
6lb  tins  from  the  suspect  canning  establishments.  According  to  information 
in  the  local  press,  we  were  half  way  round  our  premises  before  a  nearby  large 
authority  had  started  —  which  speaks  well  for  the  directness  of  communication 
in  a  small  authority.  For  a  few  days  our  pulses  quickened  at  the  thought  of 
what  might  be  at  stake,  and  the  repeated  visits  necessary  as  fresh  information 
came  to  us  from  the  Ministry  were  tackled  with  zest. 

The  Development  Committee  met  in  January  but  so  far  little  has  material¬ 
ized  from  its  first  recommendations. 

On  the  Home  Safety  front  two  film  shows  were  given,  and  an  exhibition 
in  the  form  of  a  ’Hazard  House’  held  for  a  week  in  September.  An  Assay 
competition,  and  a  Careless  Cottage  quiz,  both  for  school  children,  were 
arranged;  and  a  shop  window  in  Queensbuiy,  and  one  in  Shelf,  were  used  to 
display  a  ’Safety  at  Christmas’  theme. 

A  fair  amount  of  time  was  spent  on  Health  Education  of  school  children 
as  a  side  effect  of  other  activities  arranged  at  two  of  the  schools.  Two 
talks  wer e  given  to  classes  of  schoolchildren,  and  a  class  of  the  Secondary 
Modern  School  pupils  were  taken  for  visits  to  the  sewage  works,  swimming 
baths,  refuse  tip,  bacon  factory,  and  food  premises  in  the  district  and  the 
assistance  of  the  Industrial  Nurse  at  a  large  mill  in  the  district  was  enlisted 
to  talk  to  the  children  on  Industrial  hygiene. 

At  the  back  of  our  minds  is  the  thought  of  what  the  Boundary  Commission 
will  recommend  for  us.  How  much  longer  will  this  small  authority  remain  in 
such  close  touch  with  the  people  we  serve.  We  tend  to  be  proud  of  our  small¬ 
ness  and  what  we  achieve  in  spite  of  it. 
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This  may  he  the  last  hut  one,  or  two  of  those  reports  that  will  he 
written.  ?cr  good  or  had,  some  of  what  we  have  done  has  heon  recorded 
over  the  laet  18  years,  and  the  future  will  record  the  charges  which  will 
ene.,e  from  .gness'.  I  would  hope  that  when  we  disappear  s  me  of  what 
we  have  tv.'.ed  to  do  will  he  rememhored,  here  and  there,  wr.h  tome  degree 
of  nostalg. a. 

Further  comment  on  various  subjects  is  given  in  the  reixi  which 
follows,  so  to  conclude  may  I  thank  all  colleagues  at  the  Council  Offices 
for  their  help  and  assistance  at  all  times,  especially  to  your  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  iippleton,  who  never  fails. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  may  I  proffer 
my  gratitude  for  the  kindness  and  support  given  to  me  throughout  the  year. 

I  remain,  Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Harling  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obedient  servant, 

W.  E.  Shelley, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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INSPECTIONS 


The  number  of  inspections  and  visits  (4705)  show  a-  slight  increase  on 
the  figure  for  1963  (4671),  a  figure  which  does  not  include  the  daily 
attendances  of  the  Authorized  Meat  Inspector. 

The  details  of  the  visits  are  given  below:- 

ANNUAL  VISITS  SUMMARY  -  1964. 

DWELLINGS. 

Houses  for  matters  under  the  Housing  Acts. 


1.  For  routine  Survey  124 

2.  For  overcrowding  2 

3.  Unfit  and  incapable  of  repair  7 

4.  Unfit  hut  capable  of  repair  6 

5.  Cellar  dwellings  and  parts  of  buildings 

6.  Rehousing  applications  12 

7.  Houses  let  in  lodgings  - 

8.  For  Improvement  Grants  64 

9.  Revisits  157 

10.  Rent  Act  1957  ” 


Houses  for  matters  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 


11.  For  new  drainage  works  81 

12.  For  examination  of  existing  drains  144 

13.  For  refuse  accommodation  58 

14.  For  closet  M  23 

15*  For  verminous  conditions  16 

16.  For  filthy  conditions  4 

17.  For  infectious  diseases  &  F.P.  enquiry  158 

18.  For  water  supplies  3 

19.  For  miscellaneous  defects  &  complaints  39 

20.  Reinspections  224 


Caravan  Sites  &  Control  of  Development  Act  1961. 

21.  For  new  sites  2 

22.  Routine  survey  of  existing  site  12 


Houses  for  matters  under  Factory  Acts. 

23.  Outworkers  premises  9 


Houses  for  matters  under  P.D.Pests  Act 


24. 

For  Rodent  Infestation 

179 

Houses  for  matters  under  Clean  Air  Act  1956 

25. 

For  survey  purposes  S.C.A. 

291 

26. 

Installation  &  conversion  inspections 

112 

27. 

Houses  visited  for  miscellaneous  reasons 

82 

TRADE  &  BUSINESS  PREMISES 

For  matters  under  Factory  Acts. 

28. 

Factories  with  mechani;  .1  power 

14 

29. 

Factories  without  mechanical  power 

4 

30. 

Other  premises,  building  sites  &c 

11 

For  matters  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

31. 

Workplaces 

5 

32. 

Schools 

5 

33. 

Places  of  entertainment 

— 

34. 

Offensive  trades 

— 

35. 

Licensed  premises  -  sanitary  accommodation 

13 
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36. 

37. 

38. 
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C-fficps,  Sbcpflj  &  Railway  Premises  Act  1963. 

Shops  -  routine  survey 
Offices  -  do 
Revisits 


For  matters  under  Rag;  Flock  .act  1951. 


39*  Licensed  manufacturing  or  storage  premises  1 

40.  Registered  premises  (upholsterers  &c)  1 

41.  Sampling  Visits  _ 


42. 

43. 

44. 

45. 

For  matters  under  Clean  Air  Act  1956 

Smoke  observations 

Survey  of  furnaces  &  equipment 

Plans/sites  for  new  furnaces  examined 

Other  miscellaneous  visits 

28 

13 

4 

10 

For  matters  under  P.D.P.  Act  1949. 

*•  ■  «  *  \  *  «  i 

46. 

Local  Authority  prems  inspected  for  rodents 

39 

47. 

Business  premises  do  do 

39 

48. 

Agricultural  premises  do  do 

11 

For  matters  under  Food  &  Drug  Acts. 

49. 

Ice  Cream  premises 

15 

50. 

Prepared  meat,  sausages  &c  premises. 

1 

51. 

Slaughterhouses  -  as  such 

18 

52. 

Slaughterhouses  -  for  meat  inspection 

96 

53. 

Premises  to  sample  or  examine  other  foods 

175 

Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations. 

54. 

Food  preanises  inspected 

105 

55. 

Reinspections 

82 

Milk  &  Dairies  Regulations  1959. 

56. 

Dairies 

106 

57. 

Distributor's  premises  &  vehicles 

11 

— 

West  Riding  (General  Powers)  Act  1951. 

58. 

Hairdressers 

7 

59. 

Hawkers  of  Food  &  their  promises 

60. 

Clearance  of  demolition  sites 

1 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Public  Health  Act  Matters. 

61. 

Visits  re  refuse  collection  service 

96 

62. 

do  do  disposal,  tip  &c. 

218 

63. 

do  re  salvage 

52 

64. 

Pigstyes,  poultry,  rabbits  and  other  animals 

8 

65. 

Watercourses,  ditches  &  culverts 

13 

66. 

Public  Buildings  -  escape  in  case  of  fire 

— 

67. 

Rag  and  bone  dealers 

— 

68. 

Scrap  metal  dealers 

- 

Clean  Air  Act  matters 

69. 

Deposit  gauges 

18 

70. 

Daily  Smoke  Sc  S02  readings 

354 

Petroleum  Act  matters 

71. 

Petroleum  stores  inspected 

12 

72. 

Other  licencing  visits 

8 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  1949. 

73. 

Sewer  treatments  carried  out 

2 

74. 

Number  of  manholes  baited 

200 
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GENERAL 


75.  Miscellaneous  insect  infestations  5 

76.  Site  or  office  interviews  791 

77.  Noise  nuisance  inspections  1 

78.  Home  Safety  8 5 

79.  Visits  to  lab  with  specimens  67 

80.  Committee  &  Sub.  Committee  54 

81.  Visits  outside  district  on  Council 

business,  Conferences  &c.  48 

82.  Shibden  sewage  works  25 

83.  Swimming  baths  #  .5 


DWELLINGS.  SUMMARY  OF  REPAIRS  ANN  IMPROVEMENTS  CARRIED  OUT. 

84.  Roofs,  valley  gutters,  flashings  2 

85.  Chimney  stacks,  flues,  pots  &c.  1 

86.  Eaves  gutters  5 

87.  Pall  pipes  3 

88.  Walls,  brickwork,  pointing  1 


* 

89.  Damp  proof  course  provided 

— 

90.  Dampness  otherwise  remedied 

7 

91.  Wallplaster 

repaired 

11 

92.  Ceilings 

do 

2 

93.  Floors 

do 

3 

94.  Window  frames,  cord  &c. 

95.  Ventilation  provided 

96.  Doors,  door  frames 

97.  Ovens,  fire  ranges,  grates  &c. 

98.  Wash  boilers,  set  pots  &c. 


3 

4 
6 
3 


99*  Sinks  replaced  “ 

100.  Waste  pipes  1 

101.  Water  supply  provided  ” 

102.  Pood  stores  provided  or  ventilated  54 

103.  Pavings,  yards  and  passages  provided  - 


104*  Repairs  to  water  closet  pedestals  7 

105.  Defective  flushing  cisterns,  burst  pipes  &c.  2 

106.  New  water  closet  provided  for  existing  houses  54 

107.  Fixed  baths  do  do  do  56 

■108.  New  pail  closets-  provided  4 


109«  Waste  water  closets  abolished  1 

110.  Privy  closets  do  2 

111.  Pail  closets  do 

112.  Dustbins  provided  130 

113.  Ashpits  repaired  “ 

114.  Ashpits  abolished  1 


H5»  Other  miscellaneous  repairs  to  houses  - 

116.  Verminous  houses  disinfected  5 

117.  Dirty  houses  cleansed  1 

118.  Closets  cleansed  or  lime  washed  - 

119.  Improvements  to  caravan  sites  1 


120.  Overcrowding  abolished  7 

FOOD  PREMISES 

121.  Walls,  ceilings,  floors  &c.  repaired  2 

122.  do  do  do  cleansed  1 

123.  Ventilation  provided  or  improved  - 

124.  Equipment,  apparatus,  clothes  cleansed  3 

125.  Washing  facilities  provided  1 

126.  Other  improvements  4 
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FACTORIES 

*  —  ..  iLi 

127. 

Rooms  cleansed 

128. 

do  Ventilatod 

129. 

Reasonable  temperature- Bocttred 

_ 

130. 

Overcrowding  abated 

131. 

Floors  drained 

'  •  •  •  ^  ’ 

132. 

Insufficient  conveniences  remedied 

1 

133. 

Defective  do  do 

1 

134. 

Conveniences  made  separate  for  sexes 

135. 

Other  offences  remedied 

- 

WORKPLACES. 

136. 

Rooms  ventilatod 

137. 

Rooms  cleansed 

1 

138. 

Overcrowding  abated 

139. 

Sufficient  conveniences  provided 

140. 

Other  defects  remedied 

1 

CLEAN  AIR. 

141. 

New  furnaces  provided 

2 

142. 

Furnaces  altered  or  repaired 

143. 

Chimneys  extended  or  improved 

1 

144. 

Firms  adopting  smokeless  fuels 

145*  Indicating  or  recording  instruments  provided 


DRAINAGE 


146.  Drains  ^5 

147.  New  drains  laid  42 

148.  Obstructed  drains  cleared  66 

149*  do  gullies  do  42 

150.  do  water  closets  cleared  12 

151*  Public  sewers  cleared  and  maintained  2 

152.  Water  tests  -j 

1 53.  Colour  tests  290 

154.  Investigation  under  Section  48,  59 


155*  Gullies  renewed  or  provided  4 

156.  Soil  pipes  and  ventilating  pipes  3 

157.  Inspection  chambers  2 

158*  Cesspools  &  Septic  tanks  repaired  or  provided  3 

159*  Cesspools  &  Septic  tanks  emptied  2 

160.  Cesspools  abolished  _ 


general . 

161.  Houses  disinfected  2 

162.  Rodents  caught,  killed  or  poisoned  N.K. 

163.  Premises  cleared  of  rodents  82 

164.  do  rendered  rodent  proof  *  6 

165.  Watercourses,  culvorts  &c  cleansed 

166.  Poultry  house  improvements  _ 

167»  Pig  stye  improvements  -j 

168.  Offensive  accumulations  removed  1 

169.  Manure  stead  built  or  repaired 

170.  Other  nuisances  abated  4 

171*  Obstructive  Buildings  removed  — 
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CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CO  MOL  OF  DEVELOPMENT  ACT  I960. 


Information  under  this  heading  concerns  two  sites.  A  small  site  in 
Shelf  which  was  the  subject  of  an  appeal  against  refusal  of  planning  per¬ 
mission  in  1962,  which  refusal  was  confirmed  in  1963,  was  cleared  in  1964. 

The  larger  site  at  Queensbury  was  the  subject  of  a  prosecution  on 
20th  February,  1964  for  the  non  compliance  of  the  site  with  the  licence 
conditions  issued  by  the  Council  in  October  1962.  Convictions  were  obtained 
on  5  out  of  the  7  charges  laid,  and  a  fine  of  £2  was  made  in  respect  of 
each  conviction.  Following  this  the  Council  withdrew  the. current  licence 
and  substituted  a  new  licence  in  which  the  date  for  compliance  with  the 
conditions  was  included  as  a  condition.  This  was  issued  and  required 
compliance  by  31st  July,  1964.  Several  visits  were  made  after  this  date 
by  Dr.  Appleton  and  myself  to  see  the  site  operator  and  to  inspect  the 
site  but  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  site  still  did  not  comply  with  the 
licence  conditions. 


1 
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CLEAN  AIR  ACT  1956. 

(Contributed  by  H.  Phillips,  Technical  Assistant). 

The  trend  in  atmospheric  pollution  ran  true  to  form  during  1 964,  i.e. 
as  the  weather  improved  and  the  temperature  increased,  recorded  pollution 
in  the  district  decreased  as  will  be  seen  in  the  following  graphs. 

The  ash  and  gr  j  t  collected  in  the  Deposit  Gauge  has  decreased  slightly 
during  the  past  two  years  but  this  may  be  due  to  the  milder  winters  of  the 
past  two  years. 

The  sulphur  di-oxide  content  of  emissions  recorded  during  the  year  has 
not  increased,  but  has  shown  a  slight  decrease  over  the  past  four  years. 

The  year  1964  was  a  particularly  frustrating  year  so  far  as  Smoke 
Control  Areas  were  concerned. 

The  number  3  Smoke  Control  Area  Order  was  made  by  this  Council  on 
11th  December  1963  and  submitted  for  approval  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
&  Local  Government  on  13th  December,  1963*  This  Order  was  withdrawn  follow¬ 
ing  the  issue  of  Circular  69/63  on  17th  December  1963  which  dealt  with  the 

diminishing  production  of  gas  coke  and  urged  Councils  to  encourage  the 

installation  of  openable  and  closed  stoves  in  new  Smoke  Control  Areas  in 
order  to  obtain  full  efficiency  from  the  use  of  hard  coke  of  which  there 
was  a  plentiful  supply. 

A  survey  of  the  No4  Smoke  Control  Area  was  started  on  7th  August  1964* 

Prom  the  start  it  was  obvious  that  the  previous  Smoke  Control  Area  -  our 

No.1  Smoke  Control  Area  -  had  made  some  impression  on  the  inhabitants 

adjoining  by  the  fact  that  out  of  the  first  20  houses  surveyed  40$  had 
already  converted  their  heating  appliances  from  coal  to  coke  or  the  piped 
fuels.  This  was  a  good  start  and  I  envisaged  a  larger  reduction  in  our 
estimate  for  converting  the  whole  area.  This  was  proved  true,  irrespective 
of  the  great  increase  in  cost  of  appliances  and  installation  at  that  time. 

The  majority  of  householders  interviewed  favoured  gas  or  electricity 
but  no  one  appeared  vaguely  interested  in  the  closed  stoves  or  electric 
storage  heaters. 

The  No. 4  Smoke  Control  Order  was  then  drawn  up,  and  contained  a  designation 
in  respect  of  direct  acting  electric  heaters  and  open  fires  capable  only  of 
burning  open  fire  smokeless  fuel.  This  was  done  in  order  to  adhere  to  the 
policy  which  had  lead  the  Council  to  withdraw  the  No. 3  Smoke  Control  Order 
viz.  not  to  make  more  people  dependent  on  diminishing  supplies  of  gas  coke. 
However,  as  supplies  of  gas  coke  had  been  guaranteed  for  this  Area,  the 
Ministry  could  not  permit  this  designation.  Nevertheless  they  pointed  out 
that  all  occupiers  faced  with  the  need  to  convert  grates  should  he  encouraged 
to  put  in  appliances  capable  of  burning  hard  coke,  or  of  comparable  efficiency, 
and  that  grant  should  be  paid  on  the  higher  costs  incurred.  With  regard  to 
direct  acting  electric  heaters  the  Minister  had,  in  the  meantime,  designated 
these  on  a  National  basis.  The  No. 5  Smoke  Control  Order  was  made  and  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  Ministry  early  in  1965. 

Industrial  Premises. 

Steam  raising  plants  of  all  industrial  premises  in  the  area  were  visited 
and  a  survey  of  the  plant  and  equipment  made.  One  factory  in  the  area,  which 
in  the  past  was  one  of  the  worst  offenders  for  smoke  emission,  now  has  installed 
a  most  modem  steam  raising  plant,  which  goes  to  prove  that  industrialists 
will  co-operate  when  the  true  facts  of  efficient  boiler  plants  are  made  known 
to  than. 

Notification  of  intention  to  instal  a  new  oil  fired  boiler  plant,  and 
the  erection  of  a  new  steel  chimney  was  received  by  the  Council  in  February 
1964*  Under  Section  10  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  1956  the  Council's  approval  for 
the  new  chimney  was  required.  The  normal  height  of  the  chimney  recommended 
by  the  manufacturers  was  12ft,  but  due  to  the  position  of  the  factory  in 
relating  to  the  houses  and  the  surrounding  area  wc  could  not  approve  this. 

The  factory  is  situated  in  a  depression  and  the  houses  are  built  on  the  ridge. 
The  recommended  height  of  the  chimney  top  was  on  a  level  with  the  bedroom 
windows  of  the  houses.  Therefore  in  order  to  minimize  the  risk  of  nuisance 
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by  fumes  from  the  boiler  to  the  householders  we  recommended  that  the 
chimney  be  made  of  such  a  height  as  to  be  just  above  the  ridge  of  the 
houses.  We  asked  for  a  chimney  of  25ft  or  36ft  from  ground  level.  The 
factory  is  approximately  50  yards  away  from  the  houses.  No  prior  appro¬ 
val  was  asked  for  in  respect  of  the  new  boiler  plant. 

28  observations  of  industrial  chimneys  were  made  during  the  year,  no 
incidence  of  excessive  emissions  was  noted.  There  nas  been  a  marked  im¬ 
provement  in  (mission  of  smoko  from  industrial  premises  in  the  district 
since  the  provisions  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  1956  concerning  these  premises 
came  fully  into  force  on  5‘th  July?  1963* 

Measurement  of  Pollution 

I  give  below  two  tables  which  show  the  pollution  recorded  by  the 
Deposit  Gauge,  and  the  Daily  Smoke  and  Sulphur— di— Oxide  recorder  at 
Queen  sbury. 

Denosit  Gauge  (deposited  matter  showing  rate  of  deposit  in  tons/sq  Mile). 


Year  1964  Council  yard  Queensbury. 


Month 

Rainfall  in 
inches 

Deposited 

matter. 

January 

2.17 

12.07 

February 

0.99 

9.97 

March 

4.53 

20.06 

April 

2.99 

14.93 

May 

2.40 

16.78 

June 

2.21 

12.99 

July 

2.72 

17.47 

August 

2.68 

11.94 

September 

1.73 

12.26 

October 

2.92 

10.00 

November 

2.99 

13.58 

Dec  emb  er 

4.29 

Total 

Average 

32.82 

2.73 

152.05 

13.82 

Daily  Volumetric  Sulphur  Dioxide  Apparatus 
Sulphur  Dioxide  -  expressed  in  microgrammos  per  cubic  metre 

Maximum  and  minimum  values  for  each  month 


Month 


Average 


Max 


Min 


January 

186 

February 

165 

March 

138 

April 

107 

May 

76 

June 

78 

July 

47 

August 

52 

September 

94 

October 

188 

November 

141 

December 

151 

184 

88 

230 

78 

211 

62 

142 

64 

91 

62 

105 

61 

65 

35 

68 

51 

142 

62 

347 

129 

143 

126 

209 

129 

Total  1423  1937  947 

Average  118  161  79 
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CLOSET  AC COH.D DATION 


Year  by  year  this  improves,  with  the  aid  of  Standard  Grants,  or  a 
plain  desire  for  better  things  as  more  and  more  homos  become  owner  occupied. 
During  the  year  the  following  improvements  were  mades- 


1 

2 

52 

2 

3 

2 


Waste  water  closets  converted  or  substituted,  by  W.G  s 
Pail  closets  converted  to  W.C's 
Privy  closets  converted  to  W.C's 

Internal  water  closets  provided  by  Standard  Grants 
do  do  do  without  grant  aid 

■^rivy  closets  converted  to  pail 
Privy  closets  done  away  with  (houses  closed  &c) 

Dwelling  House  Closet  Accommodation  -  31st  December  1964* 

Number  of  houses  provided  with  water  closets  (Internal  or  External)  3532 
Number  of  houses  provided  with  waste  water  closets  1° 

Number  of  houses  provided  with  chemical  closets  2 

Number  of  houses  provided  with  earth  or  pail  closets  120 

Number  of  houses  inhabited  in  the  district  -  31 /l 2/ 64  3672 

At  31st  December  1964,  1598  or  68.5 $  of  the  houses  in  Queensbury  had 

internal  water  closets,  and  1120  or  83.5#  of  the  houses  at  Shelf  were  like¬ 

wise  provided.  Using  these  figures  another  way  we  arrive  at  the  conclusion 
that  733  of  the  pre  1914  houses  in  Queensbury  do  not  have  internal  W.C  s 
and  221  of  the  608  pre  1914  houses  at  Shelf  also  do  not  have  this  amenity. 

The  through  terrace  houses  with  outside  closet  in  its  own  yard  is  not 
a  common  type  of  building  in  this  area,  and  the  lack  of  the  internal  W.C. 
hits  hardest  at  the  pre  1914  type  of  houses  built  in  blocks  of  single  back 
or  back  to  back,  where  the  accommodation  has  perforce  to  be  at  the  end  of 
the  block,  remote  from  the  house,  and  often  shared,  one  closet  to  two  houses 
It  only  needs  one  tenant  to  be  careless  in  looking  after  his  closet  in  winter 
for  the  wat'er  service  pipe  to  freeze  and  for  a  block  of  four  or  even  six 
closets  serving  3  or  more  houses  to  be  deprived  of  water  for  flushing.  The 
insanitary  results  can  well  be  imagined.  Even  with  reasonable  care  some 
winters  are  severe  enough  to  produce  these  conditions,  and  I  long  for  ohe 
time  when  internal  water  closets  are  compulsory. 


The  time  is  rapidly  approaching  when  the  working  conditions  in  factory, 
shop,  school  and  office  -  as  far  as  sanitary  amenities  go  -  will  be  at  a 
higher  level  than  those  in  the  home  of  some  of  the  workers  concerned.  It 
seems  a  bad  reflection  on  our  standards  in  the  home,  when  workers  will  tell 
you  they  prefer  to  use  the  toilet  accommodation  "at  work",  because  its 
warmer,  or  cleaner,  or  more  private  than  what  they  have  at  home. 

DRAINAGE  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES. 

At  the  end  of  1964  the  statistical  position  was  as  follows j- 


Number  of  houses  connected  to  sewer 

Number  of  houses  connected  to  satisfactory  private  drainage 
Number  of  houses  connected  to  unsatisfactory  private  drainage 


3470 

94 

108 

3672 


"Unsatisfactory"  private  drainage  does  not  quite  mean  that  from  a  public 
health  point  of  view,  but  it  does  mean  drainage  which  does  not  permit  the 
installation  of  water  closets. 
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FACTORIES  ACT  1961. 


No  problems  arose  from  work  under  this  statute  during  the  year, 
although  it  must  be  said  that  wo  were  not  as  active  in  this  field  as  we 
would  desire. 


1. 

INSPECTIONS,  for  the 

purpose  of 

provisions  as 

to  health. 

Premises 

Number  on 
Register 

Inspections 

Number  of 
written 
notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

i. 

Factories  in  which 
Sections  1 -2,3,4  & 

6 

Id 

6  are  to  be  . Merced 

by  L.i  :> 

ii. 

Factories,  net  included 
in  (i)  in  which 

Section  7  -s 
enforced  by  the  L.A. 

4: 

4 

- 

- 

iii. 

Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  L.A. 
(excluding  out¬ 
workers  premises) 

4 

11 

2 

- 

Total 

54 

29 

2 

- 

2. 

Cases  in  which  defects 

were  found 

more 


separate  occasions  they  are  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  "cases" )• 


Particulars 

Numb  °r 

of  case;* 

in  which  defects 

r 

were  f 

eund 

Number  of  cases 

Referred 

in  which 

Found 

Remedied 

to  H.M.  by  H.M. 

prosecutions 

Inspector  Inspector 

were  instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness 
Section  1. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Overcrowding  (Sec  2) 

— 

_ 

—  _ 

Unreasonable 
Temperature  (Sec  3) 

. 

Inadequate 

Ventilation  (Sec  4) 

Ineffective  floor 
drainage  (o  ’e  6) 

Sanitary 

Convenici..- »-  'y’cc  7) 

- 

- 

-  - 

- 

(a)  Ine.-fi  c  .aut 

(b)  Unsui-'  •  Le  or 

• 

1 

-  - 

- 

def ‘  rive 

1 

1 

1 

(c)  Not  stoavai 0 

for  st  ..<? 

— 

—  — 

Other  ofJu  .or 

against  thr  Act 
(Not  including 
offences  relating 
to  outworkers) 

Total 

2 

2 

1 

- 
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OUTWORK. 

(Section  110  and  111.) 


Section  110  Section  111 


Nature  of 

No  of  out 

No  of 

No  of 

No  of 

Notices 

. 

served  Prosecutions 

work 

workers  in 

cases 

prose- 

instan 

August  list 

of 

cutions 

ces  of 

required  by 

default 

for 

work  in 

Sec  110  ( 1c) 

in 

failure 

unwhole 

sending 

to 

some 

list 

supply 

premises 

to  the 
Council 

lists 

Textile 

weaving 

7 

- 

- 

- 

-  - 

Classified  list  of  Factories  in  the  Area  in  1964. 


Bakehouses  1 

Blacksmiths  1 

Boot  repairs  1 

Building  sites  4 

Butchers  2 

Burling  &  Mending  1 

Cabinet  makers 

Car  insulation  kits  &  sundries  1 

Casien  grinders  1 

Chemical  Warehouses  1 

Dry cleaners  2 

Electric  underfelts  1 

Engineering  &  sheet  metal  workers  1 

Fireclay  man facturers  1 

Fishpan  fitters  1 

Garage  and  motor  repairs  3 

Gas  supply  undertaking  1 

Grocery  wareaouse  1 

Highway  depot  1 

Institution  1 

Joiners  shops  7 

Laundry  1 

Portable  building  manufacturers  2 

Power  distribution 
Plumbers  shops 
Printing  works 

Rag  Flock  manufacturers  1 


Salvage  depot  ; 

Sewage  disposal  1 

Slaughterhouses 
Stone  quarry 

Textile  manufacturers  4 

Type  setting 

Upholsterer 

Wreath  making  -  seasonal  only  1 

Wool  warehouses  2 
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I  should  explain  that  Sections  1,2, 3*4  and  6  of  the  Factories  Act  are 
enforced  by  the  District  Council  only  where  no  Mechanical  Power  is  used. 
These  sections  cover  cleanliness,  overcrowding,  temperature,  ventilation 
and  drainage  of  floors. 

Section  7  which  deal3  with  sanitary  Conveniences,  is  enforced  by  the 
District  Council  in  all  Factories  whether  power  is  used  or  not. 
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GENERAL  SANITATION 


Investigation  of  Complaints. 

Complaints  outstanding  at  end  of  1963  5 

Complaints  received  in  1964  275 

Total  280 

Complaints  dealt  with  in  1964  270 

Complaints  outstanding  at  end  of  1964  10 


Nuisances. 

The  number  of  nuisances  found  this  year  was  290  comprising  of  the 
following  ciroametancesr- 

S, -mmar.y  of  nuisances  found  during  the  year  ending 
Dec  emb er  31st  1 964 . 


1.  Defective  drains  -J8 

2.  Defective  soil  pipes  &  W.C's  8 

3.  Choked  W.C’s  -J3 

4«  Choked  W.W.C '  s  - 

5.  Broken  waste  pipes  5 

6.  Defective  and  blocked  gullies  36 

7.  Choked  drains  71 

8.  Mice  and  rats  infestations  82 

9.  Accumulation  of  rubbish  27 

10.  Burst  water  pipes  3 

11.  Defective  roofs  &  damp  walls  5 

12.  Defective  plastering  - 

13.  Dangerous  Buildings  1 

14.  Miscellaneous  21 


Total  290 
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HOUSING. 


(A). 

1. 


2. 


3. 


4. 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

(C) . 

(1). 

1. 

(2). 

1. 

2. 

(D) . 
(1). 


Statistics  for  the  year  1 9 64 » 

Repairs  ■—  Housing  and.  Public  Health  Acts. 

Total  number  of  houses  repaired  in  consequence  of  informal 

action  (all  Acts) 


Section  9.10  &  1 6  Housing  Act  1957 

Number  of  notices  served 


Informal 

Formal 


Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  after  service  of  notice 

(a)  by  owner 

(b)  by  Local  Authority 

Public  Health  Acts  (and  similar  local  Acts) 


Number  of  notices  served 
Number 


Informal 

Formal 


of  houses  repaired  after  service  of  notice 

(a)  by  owner 

(b)  by  Local  Authority 


(B).  Beyond  Repair  -  Housing  Act  1957 


Number  of  undertakings  accepted  (Section  16) 
do  do  Closing  Order  made  (Section  17) 
do  do  Demolition  Orders  made  (Section  17) 
do  do  houses  demolished  following  demolition  orders 
do  do  Closing  Orders  determined  (Section  18) 

Cl  prance  Areas. 

Represented  during  the  year. 

Number  of  areas  —  -  -  - 

Action  taken  during  the  year. 

Houses  demolished  by  local  authority  or  owners 

(a)  Unfit 

(b)  Others 


(a)  Individuals 

(b)  Families 


Numbers  displaced 

Improvement  Grants. 

Standard  Grants. 

1.  No  of  applications  (a)  owner  occupiers 

(b)  tenanted 


95 


16 

4 


87 

6 


1 

3 

2 

2 


Nil 


4 

Nil 


13 

9 


2.  No  of  dwellings 
completed 


(a)  owner  occupied 

(b)  tenanted 


approved  45  refused  Nil 
do  8  refused  Nil 
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3.  Amount  paid  in  grants 

4.  Average  grant  per  house 


£7,760.15-3. 

£138.11.8. 
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(1)  Standard  Grants  (cont) 

5.  Amenities  provided 

(a)  fixed  baths  53 

(b)  showers  Nil 

(c)  wash  basin  55 

(d)  Hot  water  supply  (to  any  fitting)  53 

(e)  Water  closet  (l)  within  the  dwelling  51 

(2)  accessible  from 

the  dwelling  Nil 

(f)  Pood  store  54 

( 2 )  Discretionary  Grants. 

1.  No  of  applications  approved  Nil 

2.  do  do  refused  1 

3.  Amount  paid  mi  grant  Nil 

4.  No  of  dwellings  improved 

(a)  owner  occupied  Nil 

(b)  Tenanted  Nil 

•  •  r  ? .  f> 

( E) .  Improvement  Areas  -  Housing  Act  1964. 

No  areas  have  yet  been  surveyed  or  declared. 

(E).  Dw  el  lings  outside  Improvement  Areas. 

1.  Number  of  representations  made  by  tenants  Nil 

2.  Number  of  preliminary  notices  served  Nil 

3.  Number  of  undertakings  accepted  Nil 

4»  Number  of  immediate  improvement  notices  served  Nil 

5-  Number  of  such  dwellings  improved  Nil 

(a)  full  standard  Nil 

(b)  reduced  standard  Nil 

(G) .  Rent  Act  19  57. 

Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair. 

1.  Number  of  applications  Nil 

2.  ilumbcr  of  decisions  not  to  issue  a  Certificate  Nil 

3.  Number  of  Certificates  issued  Nil 

4.  Number  of  undertakings  given  by  landlord 

(part  5,  1st  schedule)  Nil 

Number  of  undertakings  refused  by  local  authority  Nil 

Applications  for  cancellation  of  Cex^tificatos 

6.  Applications  by  landlords  to  local  authority 

to  cancel  Certificate  Nil 

7.  Objections  by  tenants  to  cancellation  of 

Certificate  Nil 

8.  Certificate  cancelled  by  local  authority  Nil 

( H )  .  Houses  in  multiple  occupation. 

None  as  far  as  ro  know. 

Landlord  ar. d  Tenants  Act. 

Houses  without  rent  books  2 

Proceedings  taken  Nil 


46 


HOUSING  -  the  Stock  position. 


8  new  houses  (old  folks  "bungalows)  were  built  by  the  Council  in  1 964 
and  43  by  private  enterprise. 

At  31st  December,  1 964  by  my  reckoning,  there  were  3672  inhabited 
houses  in  the  district 

2,331  in  Queensbury 

1,341  in  Shelf 

3,672“ 

an  increase  of  22  in  Queensbury  and  6  in  Shelf.  The  ownership  of  the 
houses  as  at  31 /l 2/ 64  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  was:- 

Queensbury  Shelf 

Owner  occupier  1 5  365  914 

Local  Authority  owned  31 6  202 

Landlord  owned  650  225 

2,331  1,341 


Excluding  local  authority  houses,  the  percentage  of  houses  which  are  owner 
occupied  is  nows- 

Queensbury  Shelf 

67 . 7fo  80.2$ 

Eleven  years  ago  it  was  43.0$  59*0$ 
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The  following  table  gives  the  stock  of  houses  at  31 st  December  1^64. 
The  number  of  houses  lost  through  obsolescence,  fire,  change  of  use  &c  are 
unfortunately  not  available  for  the  years  prior  to  1 961 . 

Housing  -progress  in  the  area  since  1919. 


Houses  built  by  Houses  built  by  Houses 
Year  private  enterprise  L.A.  to  let  or  demolished 
including  subsidy,  for  sale  or  closed 


Quecnsbury  Shelf  Q'sby  Shelf  Q'sby  Shelf 


1919 

— 

— 

— 

mm 

20 

— 

2 

— 

• 

21 

— 

2 

i2 

22 

— 

1 

_ 

_ 

23 

- 

4 

— 

24 

2 

7 

— 

mm 

25 

-  2 

9 

— 

2 

26 

2 

12 

r 

27 

3 

— 

24 

28 

— 

2 

8 

29 

— 

— 

— 

mm 

30 

— 

3 

— 

8 

mm 

31 

— 

— 

— 

32 

16 

43 

— 

8 

33 

45 

47 

— 

4 

34 

89 

58 

— 

4 

1 

... 

35 

45 

19 

— 

6 

2 

2 

36 

10 

_ 

12 

— 

17 

1 

37 

21 

6 

21 

38 

33 

— 

5 

39 

9 

24 

40 

— 

20 

7 

41-45 

— 

— 

17 

4  6 

6 

_ 

47 

19 

20 

48 

3 

25 

3 

49 

2 

20 

2 

50 

3 

24 

51 

— 

8 

— m 

52 

8 

28 

9 

53 

12 

102 

11 

54 

10 

32 

18 

55 

16 

8 

7 

56 

25 

— 

3 

57 

19 

18 

2 

58 

23 

2 

59 

41 

21 

1 

60 

52 

7 

53 

61 

39 

— 

3 

62 

47 

— 

4 

63 

68 

19 

7 

— $4 

...  43 

8 

7 

949 

492 

203 

Stock  at  31  7 i 2/ 64 

Queersbury 

2331 

Sb  elf 

1341 

Total  3672 


Houses  lost  through 
obsolescence,  fire, 
merging  two  into  one, 
or  change  of  use  &c. 


Queensbury  Shelf 


9 

15 

15 

J3 

47  in  last  4  years 


Lettings  1964 
The  number  of 


(Figures  supplied  by  Housing  Manager) 

families  rehoused  during  the  year  into  Council  owned  property:— 


(a)  Clearance  Areas  &c  -  4 

(b)  Overcrowding  &c  -  7 
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SLUM  CLEARANCE 


Of  the  3672  houses  in  the  district  it  is  estimated  that  at  31.12.64. 

the  total  number  of  unfit  houses  in  the  area,  regardless  of  how  long  it 

might  be  before  they  could  all  bo  dealt  with  is  65O.  This  is  a  high  figure 
due  to  the  fact  that  all  back  to  back  houses  (being  by  definition  unfit) 
are  included,  unless  there  are  special  circumstances  such  as  where  windows 
in  gable  walls  provide  cross  ventilation. 

At  the  time  of  writing  this  report  it  is  envisaged  that  200  of  these 

houses  may  be  dealt  with  by  1980,  leaving  450  "to  be  dealt  with  from  19®1 

onwards.  In  this  exposed  hill  top  area  we  feel  that  ventilation  of  back  to 
back  houses  is  far  better  than  may  be  the  case  in  sheltered  close  packed 
town  areas.  It  is  true  that  even  In  summer  we  rarely  lack  a  'buoyant’ 
atmosphere  and  a  breeze. 

Having  nearly  come  to  the  end  if  the  15  year  programme  set  down  in 
1955,  in  which  we  considered  we  had  1 9 1  unfit  houses  capable  of  being  dealt 
with  in  15  years,  we  have  had  to  re  appraise  the  situation.  76  houses  were 
demolished  or  closed  up  to  i960,  and  by  1964*  115  houses  had  been  demolished 
or  closed,  and  35  had  been  the  subject  of  formal  action  but  were  not  demol¬ 
ished  or  closed,  a  total  of  150  houses  dealt  with,  while  17  houses  have  been 
withdrawn  from  the  programme  because  of  repair  or  change  of  use.  This  theo¬ 
retically  leaves  us  with  1 9 1  less  1 67  24  houses  to  deal  with  in  the  next 

5  years  up  to  1970.  In  fact,  we  now  have  scheduled  79  houses  to  be  dealt 
with  by  1970,  a  further  57  by  1975>  and.  a  further  1 69  by  1980.  Some  of  these 
blocks  of  houses  would  seem,  at  this  point  in  time,  to  be  worth  converting 
into  flats,  or  through  houses,  at  some  time  in  the  future.  It  is  not  likely 
that  the  individual  owners  of  the  houses  will  ever  get  together  to  bring  this 
conversion  about,  and  there  would  seem  to  me  to  be  a  fruitful  field  here  for 
the  Council  to  acquire  some  of  these  blocks  of  property,  and  themselves  secure 
their  conversion  into  acceptable  dwelling  units.  The  only  thjng  is  we  need 
to  produce  a  Development  Plan  for  'he  area  before  we  could  seriously  examine 
the  conversion  capabilities  of  some  of  these  properties. 

Unfit  Houses  Beyond  Repair. 

No  Clearance  Areas  were  represented  during  1 9^4 • 

Four  individual  unfit  houses  were  represented  to  the  Committee  during 

the  year,  viz. 


Longshaw  Farm  &  Cottage,  Quecnsbury 
Upper  Spring-  Head  Farm,  Quecnsbury 
28  Priestley  Hill,  Ambler  Thorn,  Quecnsbury 

In  the  case  of  Upper  Spring  Head  Farm,  an  undertaking  not  to  relet  was 
accepted,  while  Closing  Orders  were  made  on  the  other  three  premises. 

Ford  Farm  &  Cottage  were  demolished  in  1964  following  Demolition  Orders 
made  in  the  previous  year. 

9,11,13  &  15  Cambridge  Place,  Queensbury  were  demolished  in  1 964  under  a 
Clearance  Order  made  in  previous  year. 
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INSPECTION  AITD  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Milk  Samples. 

The  area  being  at  the  altitude  it  is,  between  700  and  1200  feet  above 
sea  level,  what  farming  is  carried  out  is  daily  farming,  coupled  with  pig 
and  poultry  production.  It  is  not  surprising  therefore  that  quite  a  large 
proportion  of  raw  farm  bottled  milk  is  still  sold  in  the  area.  Until  1st 
October  1964  this  was,  of  course,  all  produced  from  Tuberculin  Tested  herds, 
and  I  would  like  to  reassure  members  of  the  public  generally  that  the  new 
designation  "Untreated"  which  came  into  force  between  1st  October  and  3lst 
December  19^4?  is  not  an  indication  of  lower  quality  or  absence  of  control, 
and  that  this  milk  is  still  what  was  previously  known  as  "Tuberculin  Tested". 

I  have  had  severed  anxious  inquiries  on  this  point  with  regard  to  Brucellosis, 
we  have  been  more  active  this  year  than  ever  before  in  sampling  milk  supplies 
in  order  to  eradicate  any  infected  milk  from  raw  farm  bottled  supplies.  As  a 
matter  of  policy  we  have  made  a  practice,  when  sampling  for  Brucellosis,  of 
taking  individual  milks  from  the  cows  in  the  herd  being  examined.  The  farmers 
now  accept  this  without  demux,  and  every  herd  in  this  area  was  examined  twice 
in  1964?  once  in  the  Spring  before  the  cows  were  ’turned  out’  and  once  in 
the  Autumn,  as  soon  as  they  were  'brought  in'.  440  samples  were  submitted 
to  the 'Ring  Test',  of  which  67  were  positive,  of  these,  17  were  found  to  be 
positive  on  culture,  but  these  were  not  17  different  cows,  but  repeats  of 
samples  from  two  or  three  cows  where  the  farmer  elected  to  keep  the  animal 
and  send  the  milk  for  pasteurization.  As  a  matter  of  interest,  the  last 
check  on  the  herds  in  the  area  in  the  Autumn  of  1964*  of  234  cows  examined, 
only  one  gave  a  positive  culture,  and  this  cow  was  sent  straightaway  for 
slaughter.  Rightly  or  wrongly,  I  feel  that  our  sampling  routine  over  the 
last  two  years  has  produced  an  interest  in  the  farmers  in  the  selective  culling 
of  their  herds,  and  that  the  results  quoted  will  be  maintained.  We  are  trying 
to  get  farmers  to  the  point  that  whenever  they  bring  in  a  new  cow  they  will 
notify  us  to  sample  its  milk  before  that  milk  is  mixed  in  with  the  milk  from 
other  cows  from  that  herd.  At  present  our  control  falls  down  on  this  point, 
but  it  leads  one  to  wonder  whether  it  would  be  practicable  for  a  local  author¬ 
ity  to  keep  a  register  of  cows  coming  into  the  area  or  into  milk  production, 
and  for  it  to  be  an  offence  to  sell  such  milk  as  'Untreated'  milk  until  it 
had  been  examined  bactcriologically.  It  would  certainly  be  practicable  in 
this  small  area,  and  even  in  a  large  area  would  give  a  better  control  than 
the  present  system  of  sampling  practised  by  most  authorities.  I  have  no  faith 
at  all  in  bulk  sampling.  Wo  take  bulk  samples  of  all  raw  milk  supplies  not 
produced  in  our  own  area,  because  that  is  all  we  can  do,  but  I  regard  bulk 
sampling  as  very  hit  and  miss,  and  liable  to  give  a  false  sense  of  security. 

It  amazes  me  to  hear  responsible  persons  argue  that  when  a  bulk  sample  gives 
a  positive  result,  it  is  not  the  local  authorities  job  to  sort  out  which  cow 
(or  cows)  is  the  offender  and  that  the  farmer  should  employ  a  veterinary 
surgeon  to  do  that  job. 

Bulk  samples  of  raw  milk  supplies  fromherds  outside  the  area  were  taken 
by  us  in  three  instances,  and  by  the  county  Public  Health  Inspectorate  in 
one  instance.  In  addition  the  County  notified  us  of  11  other  samples  of  heat 
treated  milk  sampled  by  them  from  distributors  in  this  area. 

Water. 

Four  samples  of  water  wore  taken,  two  from  a  farm  house  with. -a  stone 
well,  one  of  these  samples  was  found  to  contain  organisms  due  to  contamination 
with  a  domestic  effluent,  and  the  other  sample  contained  numerous  bacteria 
from  surface  drainage.  Wortc  is  in  hand  to  have  the  springs  which  supply  the 
wells,  cleared  of  any  surface  or  domestic  contamination. 

The  other  two  samples  were  routine  from  premises  in  the  Shelf  area,  and 
these  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
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Meat  Inspection.  (Contributed  by  J.K. Sykes,  Authorized  Meat  Inspector). 

The  past  year  has  hoen  Quite  eventful 5  Slaughtering  has  continucu  at 
a  high  level  with  a  38.8%  increase  on  the  previous  year,  mainly  as  a  result 
of  the  increased  output  of  pigs  at  the  Bacon  Factory. 

Three  slaughterhouses  continued  in  operation  consisting  of  the  Bacon 
Factory  and  two  small  family  butchers,  the  latter  killing  cattle,  sheep 
and  pigs  for  local  retail  trade. 

It  is  interesting  to  record  there  was  an  11.2%  rise  in  sheep,  13.8$ 
Bullocks  &:  Heifers  and  for  the  first  time  in  a  period  of  10  years  no  cows 
were  slaughtered  which  in  my  opinion  is  a  favourable  trend  and  signifies 
the  local  public  demand  for  first  quality  meat  as  opposed  to  the  second 
grade  one  associates  with  cow  meat. 

100$  inspection  was  maintained  and  a  total  of  27? 689  carcases  were 
inspected  and  stamped  in  accordance  with  the  1963  Meat  Inspection  Regulations. 
On  the  whole  the  slaughter,  dressing  of  animals,  and  general  hygiene  was  of 
a  very  satisfactory  standard. 

I  give  below  a  table  of  animals  slaughtered  showing  the  increase  over 
the  past  10  years 


Year 

fi’eifers  or 
Bullocks 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

1954 

138 

76 

20 

256 

178 

1955 

287 

198 

15 

442 

292 

1956 

399 

128 

15 

449 

423 

1957 

289 

124 

45 

515 

941 

1958 

296 

166 

9 

531 

1274 

1959 

235 

150 

5 

957 

4389 

I960 

197 

110 

3 

596 

14533 

1961 

199 

63 

21 

832 

16609 

1962 

162 

25 

3 

708 

17007 

1963 

220 

14 

1 

663 

19044 

1964 

250 

— 

1 

745 

26693 

Condemnations. 

Lungs.  Pneumonia  in  pigs  caused  the  condemnation  of  lungs  in  6%  of 
the  pigs  inspected.  Research  carried  out  during  the  past  few  years  has 
established  that  the  most  common  cause  of  pneumonia  in  pigs  is  due  to  a 
virus  which  in  itself  causes  few  symptoms  in  the  live  animal.  Affected 

pigs  may  be  restricted  in  their  growth. 

In  an  effort  to  combat  this  disease,  and  produce  virus  free 
herds,  several  producers  have  requested  me  to  retain  affected  lungs  for 
the  purpose  of  submitting  them  for  bacteriological  tests. 

Ljvcr.  Parasitical  infections  were  responsible  for  the  majority  of 
livers  condemned.  A  condition  known  as  "Milk  Spot"  wras  a  common  occurrence 
in  pigs  due  to  irritation  and  arrest  of  larvae  of  Ascaris  Lumbricoidos) 

(var.  Suis),  an  adult  round  worm  which  inhabits  the  small  intestines  of 
the  pig  and  gives  rise  to  numerous  white  spots  on  the  liver  surface. 

Extensive  infestation  renders  the  liver  unsightly  and  unmarketable. 

Tuberculosis.  Ho  case  of  generalised  Tuberculosis  was  recorded. 
Localised  infection  occurred  in  21  pigs  and  involved  the  submaxillary  nodes 
(head)  or  Mesenteric  nodes  (intestines)  and  in  the  latter  site  were  calcified, 
inactive  and  of  no  consequence. 

Swine  Fever.  In  June  Swine  Fever  was  confirmed  at  the  Bacon  factory  and 
resulted  in  the  slaughter  and  destruction  of  a  total  of  512  pigs,  the  entire 
herd  at  the  producer's  two  farms. 

The  disease  was  first  suspected  in  the  carcase  of  one  pig  during 
post  mortom  examination  which  revealed  lesions  consistent  with  those  of  Swine 
Fever.  The  pig  had  been  consigned  as  a  casualty  together  with  16  pigs  and 
four  soy/s,  the  latter  had  been  slaughtered  and  shov/cd  no  abnormal  changes. 
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The  Ministry  Veterinary  Inspector  was  informed,  and  following  further 
post-mortem  examination  and  bacteriological  tests  he  confirmed  acute  Swine 
Fever. 


Under  the  direction  of  the  Ministry  the  16  pigs  were  shot,  and  together 
with  the  affected  pig  and  four  sow  carcases  and  organs,  wore  removed  for 
destruction. 


Disinfection  of  the  slaughterhouse  and  lairage  was  carried  out 
expediently  and  without  hindrance  to  the  normal  slaughtering  operations. 

Bacon.  Part  of  a  consignment  of  imported  bacon,  involving  20  sides 
was  found  on  examination  to  be  contaminated  with  an  unidentified  petroleum 
product  and  condemned. 

An  unsuccessful  effort  was  made  to  trace  the  origin  of  contamination 
which  wqs  obviously  due  to  negligence  and  constituted  an  offence  under  the 
General  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  i960. 

Bacon  Factory. 

In  audition  to  the  slaughtering  a  full  range  of  pork  cuts  are  prepared. 

Bacon  and  haras  are  cured  green  or  smoked  and  a  cooked  meat  section  has 
been  recently  introduced. 

Gutter.v  Department. 

Intestines  are  cleaned  and  salted  for  sausage  casings,  surplus  fats 
removed  in  the  process  are  sterilised  for  dripping  and  tallow. 

Glandular  Products. 

Pancreas  and  Spleens  arc  colloctod  daily  for  medicinal  purposes 

The  Disposal  of  Condemned  Meat  and  Offal. 

Condemned  meat  and  offals  are  collected  by  an  authorized  by  product 
manufacturer  and  subsequently  sterilised  and  converted  into  fertiliser. 

The  Disposal  of  Slaughterhouse  Iff fluent  at  the  Bacon  Factory. 

As  a  result  of  the  increased  output  the  present  septic  tank  is  inadequate 
and  unable  to  cope  with  the  effluent  received  from  the  slaughterhouse. 

In  order  to  overcome  this  problem  permission  has  been  obtained  from  the 
Council  to  convey  the  effluent,  which  must  first  be  filtered,  into  the  main 
sewer. 


After  considerable  delay  on  account  of  the  shortage  of  bricks  work  on 
this  project  is  now  proceeding. 
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A  summary  of  condemnations  is  shown  in  tho  following  tables. 


Cattle 

Sheep 

Excluding 

& 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Lambs 

Pigs  Horses 

No  Killed 

250 

— 

1 

745 

26,693 

- 

No  Inspected 

250 

— 

1 

745 

26,693 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticcrci 

- 

- 

1 

- 

ffi 

- 

Whole  carcase 

Condemned 

— 

— 

L 

- 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

16 

- 

- 

23 

2,377 

- 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
with  disease  other 
than  Tuberculosis 
and  cystic ere i 

6.4 

- 

- 

3.0 

9.13 

- 

Tuberculosis  only 

- 

— 

- 

- 

— 

— 

Whole  carcase 
Condemned 

.  1  _ 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

22 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0.08 

- 

Cysticercosis 
Carcases  of  which 

some  part  cr  organ 
was  cone  or1'1  d 

— 

Carcase 0  at, ted 

to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Weight  of 

Carcase  Meat 

and  0 

ffal  Condemned  in 

— 1. 

NO 

ON 

-P* 

Whole  carcases  condemned 


Part  carcase  and  trimmings 


pigs 

Calves 


37 


11440  lbs. 
30  lbs. 


11470 

1447 

12917 


Offals 


Pig  Liver 
Beast  Liver 
Sheep  Liver 
Pig  Plucks 
"  Hearts 
"  Kidneys 


Bacon 


1677  lbs, 

85  " 

30  " 
817  " 
95  " 
35  " 


im 


20  sides 


Total 


15658  lbs. 

1174 

16830  lbs. 


Lungs 


3203  lbs. 


NOTE. 


Lungs  are  seldom  used  for  food  and  therefore  arc  not  included  as 
edible  offal  in  the  total  figure  of  condemnations. 
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Reason  for  Condemnation 


Carcases  Head  Lungs  Heart  Livers  Kidneys  Plucks  Stomach  Part 
&  intest  Car 

Tongue  ine  Case 


1.  Cattle 

Fascioliasis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Abscesses 

— 

- 

- 

- 

6 

- 

- 

- 

2.  Calves 

Fevered 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3*  Figs 

* 

Arthritis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35 

Septic  Arthritis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Abscess 

— 

16 

49 

'  — 

28 

— 

— 

29 

Bruising 

3 

— 

— i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

18 

Imperfect  Bleeding 

3 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Back  Bleeding 

2 

Cirrhosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 

— 

• 

Bnaciation 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Intcritis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

56 

Fever 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Gastro-Entcritis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Gangrene 

3 

- 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Immaturity 

1 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

— 

Moribund 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Milk  Spots 

— 

- 

- 

— 

499 

— 

— 

— 

Nephritis  &  other’ 

Li- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

17 

— 

- 

Ki  Ca cy  -C  on  di  t  ion  s 

Necrosis 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

15 

Oedema 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

% 

— 

Pericarditis 

— 

— 

— 

197 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Peritonitis( acute 

(septic) 

5 

- 

— 

— 

- 

.  - 

— 

- 

Pleurisy  <5 c  Pneumonia- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

- 

/+7 

- 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

1601 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pn  oumon ia( acut  e/ 

septic)  5 

— 

— 

- 

— 

- 

— 

— 

Pyaemia 

10 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Seedy  cut 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Rickets 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Swino  Fever 

21 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  ■ 

Septicaemia 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

•» 

— 

Tuberculosis 

— 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tetanus 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sourisy(Acuto/Septil 

4 

- 

— 

- 

— 

- 

— 

- 

4.  Sheep 

Fascioliasis 

- 

- 

— 

— 

20 

- 

- 

- 

5.  Bacon 

Abnormal  Odour 

20 

sides. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act  1958. 

Twelve  licences  to  slaughter  animals  wore  issued  during  the  year,  two 
previous  slaughtermen  not  socking  to  be  relieensed. 
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FOOD  PREMISES 


( Contributed  by  J. A. Walker.  Assistant  Public  Health  Inspector..) 
Slaughterhouse. 

Each  of  the  three  slaughterhouses  wore  sprayed  thoroughly  with  Gamodex 
insecticide  twice  during  the  year  to  prevent  the  brocaing  of  blowflies 
(Calliphora  ^omitoria).  The  slaughterhouses  were  also  inspected  as  a  routine 
visit  under  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regs  I960. 

Licensed  Premises. 

12  in  Queensbury  and  7  in  Shelf.  The  Sanitary  accommodation  at  one 
premise  in  Shelf  was  remodelled  during  the  latter  part  of  tne  year,  and 
generally  speaking  the  standard  of  accommodation  is  high. 

Three  licensed  premises  cater  for  meals  on  a  full  scale,  and  one  or 
two  premises  have  started  supplying  sandwiches,  meat  pics  &c. 


Butchers. 

These  premises  were  also  inspected  during  the  year,  10  in  the  Queensbury 
area  and  5  in  Shelf.  One  Shelf  butcher  was  cautioned  twice  xor  smoking  on 
the  premises  and  a  close  watch  is  being  kept  on  him.  Ono  Shelf  butcher  was 
made  to  provide  a  hot  water  geyser  and  sime,  which  he  readily  did.  All  the 
shops  were  found  to  be  in  a  good  clean  condition. 

Greengrocers. 

12  Shops  in  Queensbury,  six  in  Shelf.  One  greengrocer  in  the  Queensbury 
aroa  is  in  the  near  future  carrying  out  extensive  alterations  to  make  it 
comply  with  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regs  i960. 

Grocers. 


2°  in  Queensbury,  15  in  Shelf.  One  grocer  in  Shelf  closed  down  due  to 
old  age  and  the  premises  have  not  been  reopened  as  a  food  shop. 


Ice  Cream. 

16  Ice  cream  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  of  which  : 


13 

1 

2 


were 

was 

were 


Grade  1 
Grade  1 1 
Grade  111 


The  manufacturers  of  the  Grade  111  samples  were  contacted  and  inspect¬ 
ions  made  by  the  Ice  Cream  Manufacturers,  of  their  plants  and  the  shop  refrig¬ 
erators. 


Ice  Cream  Vendors. 

We  have  47  of  those  premises  registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food  & 
Drugs  Act  1955,  and  throe  mobile  vans.  The  premises  arc  quite  satisfactory 
and  samples  were  taken  from  various  different  premises.  Two  of  the  mobile 
vans  have  been  inspected,  and  the  third  one  is  taking  some  catching,  but 
eventually  wo  will  succeed.  We  have  nq>  premises  manufacturing  ice  cream. 

Meat  Preparation  Premises. 

We  have  14  premises  registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food  &  Drugs  Act 
1955  where  moat  is  made  up  into  pies,  sausages,  potted  meat  and  the  like.  A 
Public  Health  Inspector  from  a  neighbouring  County  Borough  asked  to  look 
round  ono  of  these  promises  aft^r  a  complaint  in  his  district  of  bad  poloney, 
but  he  found  everything  satisfactory. 
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Sugar  Confectionery  and  Miscellaneous. 

15  in  numb or $  9  fish  fryers,  3  chemists,  one  mineral  water  maker.  All 
these  premises  were  inspected  during  1964. 


Bakers 


There  are  now  four  bakers  in  Quoonsbury,  two  baking  moat  pics  &c.  There 
is  only  one  bakehouse  in  c^hclf  area*  All  these  premises  were  again  inspected 
during  the  year,  and  all  were  found  in  a  good  condition# 

Cafe*  Canteens,  Cnack  Bars. 

There  are  only  three  premises  which  serve  meals  and  these  are  all 
licensed  premises  and  to  our  satisfaction. 

Meals  are  however  made  in  three  factory  canteens,  and  these  also  have 
been  inspected. 

Farm  and  Milk  Bottling  Premises. 

These  premises  are  inspected  when  milk  samples  arc  taken  for  Brucellosis 
from  the  various  herds,  but  control  of  these  premises  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  &  Food. 

Three  people  are  registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  1955 
for  the  distribution  of  milk  other  than  from  a  farm  or  dairy. 

Hawkers  of  Food. 

l<e  registered  three  mobile  shops  during  the  year,  and  one  person  discon¬ 
tinued  hawking  food  when  we  produced  a  list  of  the  items  his  vehicle  fell 
snort  of  under  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations.  All  three  vehicles 
registered  are  greengrocers  vans. 

Various  Food  Promises. 


Butchers 
Greengrocers 
Grocers 
Confectioners 
Factory  Canteens 
Fish  Shops 


15 

18 

43 

7 

3 

9 


Mineral  Water  Factory 


1 

Licensed  premises 


serving  meals  3 

Schools  (dinners)  2 
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Office  Shops  &  Railway  Promises  Act  1963 

This  is  the  first  year  of  operation  of  the  above  Act.  No  great 
progress  has  been  made  with  inspections  and  the  assessment  of  standards, 
or  shortcomings  of  premises.  All  that  has  been  clone  is  to  receive  the 
registration  forms  and  inspect  some  of  the  promises  with  the  various 
regulations  in  our  hands  in  order  to  feel  our  way,  as  it  were,  to  the 
snags  of  interpreting  the  Regulations.  As  a  result  of  these  preliminary 
inspections,  and  discussion  in  the  office  between  the  Assistant  and  my¬ 
self,  we  are  ready  to  go  forward  with  inspections,  giving  firm  instructions 
as  to  what  is  required. 

No  accidents  were  reported  to  us  during  the  last  two  quarters  of  the 
year,  (the  first  two  quarters  in  which  accident  reports  were  required  by 
this  Act). 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  position  was 


Class  of 
Promises 

No  of  premises 
registered 
during  year 

No  of  registered 
premises  at  end 
of  year 

No  of  registered  premises 
receiving  a  general 
inspection. 

Offices 

4 

4 

- 

Retail  Shops 

27 

27 

25 

Wholesale 

Shops 

Warehouses 

1 

1 

- 

Catering 

Establish:.  : n t s 

open  to  tr.e  13 

public 

Canteens 

13 

3 

Fuel  storage 

depots 


Total  45  45 
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Offensive  Trades. 


One  offensive  trade  is  carried  on  in  the  district  at  the  Shelf  Bacon 
Factory,  whore  gut  scraping  is  carried  on  with  modern  machinery  and  without 
nuisance. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT  1949. 

Routine  work  of  rat  and  mouse  destruction  was  continued  at  a  satis¬ 
factory  level  during  the  year.  No  problems  arose  from  this  service  which 
is  still  recognised  as  essential,  even  though  spectacular  'kills'  of  rats 
are  no  longer  seen.  A  "hard  core"  of  rodent  infestation,  possibly  an 
irreducible  minimum  no w  remains  which  must  be  continued  to  be  "controlled" 
to  avoid  what  must  otherwise  almost  certainly  be  a  rapid  increase  in  the 
rodent  population,  although  there  is  talk  in  some  quarters  on  the  possibility 
on  complete  eradication  of  rodents.  This  follows  experiments  with  the  use 
of  sodium  fluoro acetate  abroad  and  in  certain  compactly  sewered  areas  in 
this  country  where  it  has  seemed  that  100/6  clearance  has  been  obtained. 

Until  these  reports  came  through  we  had  all  been  reconciled  to  there  being 
an  incredible  "hard  core"  of  infestation.  Now,  wc  have  this  further  ideal 
to  aim  at.  'Two  treatments  of  our  sewers  were  done  during  1964  Uy  a  servic¬ 
ing  company  using  one  of  the  direct  acting  poisons,  so  far  we  have  not 
handled  these  poisons  ourselves  owing  to  their  extreme  toxicity,  but  I  am 
now  wondering  if  we  should  start  to  do  so  as  the  method  of  treatments 
required  to -attain  100^  clearance  of  the  sewers  means  that  we  could  not 
afford  to  pay  a  servicing  company  to  do  it.  I  am  finding  it  a  difficult 
decision  to  make. 

Much  has  been  said  about  mice  developing  a  resistance  to  Warfarin,  and 
whatever  the  reason  for  it  are,  we  ar.o  certainly  finding  it  more  difficult 
to  control  mice  this  way  and  are  more  and  more  falling  back  on  the  old 
faithful  zinc  phosphide  at  about  1-g-  to  2$  in  oatmeal. 

The  following  table  gives  the  general  picture 
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TYPE  OP  PROPERTY 


Pet  Animals  Act  1951. 


No  premises  are  licensed  under  this  Act. 

Petroleum  (Consolidation)  Acts  1928  to  1936. 

During  the  year  14  licences  were  renewed  for  the  storage  of  petroleum 
spirit.  These  licensed  stores  have  a  total  capacity  of  30,940  gallons,  In 
addition  up  Vo  60  gallons  are  stored  at  the  Queonsbury  Fire  Station  in  cans, 
no  licence  being  nececa  Cor  this.  The  licences  and  conditions  of  storage 
have  been  revised  to  conform  with  the  model  conditions  issued  by  the  Home 
Office,  in  accordance  with  the  recommendations  of  the  County  Fire  Service. 

The  Health  Committee  have  recommended  the  Council  not  to  renew  any 
petrol  storage  licences  in  respect  of  tanks  which  were  over  15  years  of 
age  unless  they  had  satisfactorily  withstood  a  pressure  tost.  We  are 
indebted  to  the  County  Fire  Service  for  their  help  in  inspecting  these 
premises  and  making  recommendations  prior  to  the  annual  renewal  of  Licences 
as  to  any  matters  in  which  the  petrol  store  requires  maintenance  or  alter¬ 
ation.  Without  their  advice  there  is  no  doubt  that  many  potentially 
dangerous  situations  might  arise. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  &  DISPOSAL 


This  year  has  been  a  mixed  year,  mechanically  things  went  straight 
forwardly,  whereas  on  the  labour  side  I  hardly  remember  a  year  of  so  many 
changes  in  staff.  After  so  many  years  with  a  labour  force  which  has  only 
changed  slowly,  it  has  been  difficult  to  try  and  keep  up  standards.  This 
state  of  affairs  persisted  into  the  beginning  of  19^5,  but  at  the  time  of 
writing  this  report  we  seem  to  be  on  a  more  settled  basis. 

The  S  &  D  vehicle,  and  the  loading  shovel  on  the  tip  continued  to  do 
good  work.  The  old  Karrior  side  loader  was  replaced  during  the  year  by  a 
Morris  7  cubic  yard  side  loader  with  diesel  engine,  and  a  night  soil  tank 
between  the  cab  and  the  refuse  body.  The  Old  Karrior,  which  is  kept  as  a 
reserve  vehicle,  is  now  the  onlj7-  petrol  engined  vehicle  used  by  this  depart¬ 
ment.  The  night  soil  tank  is  an  innovation  to  us  but  I  can  certainly 
recommend  it  for  use  in  a  district  like  ours.  Apart  from  keeping  nightsoil 
out  of  the  refuse  body,  the  tank  can  be.  filled  with  clean  water  for  flushing 
sowers  or  gullies,  and  can  also  be  used,  in  conjunction  with  a  pump,  for 
carting  away  cesspoool  contents. 


The  covers  have  been  taken  off  the  old  Karrier  so  that  it  can  be  used 
for  collecting  boiler  ashes,  which  are  loaded  with  the  hydraulic  shovel 
without  damaging  the  body  or  paint  work,  as  would  happen  if  we  used  the  new 
Morris  for  this  purpose. 

At  the  tip,  tipping  reached  its  final  level  at  the  Northerly  end  of 
the  tip,  and  the  levels  in  the  area  in  use  are  rapidly  approaching  the 
point  at  which  it  is  necessary  to  stop  and  consider  what  the  future  use  of 
this  area  of  land  is  to  be.  A  major  part  of  the  wall  on  the  Brighouse  - 
Denholm e  Gate  Road  side  of  the  tip  was  rebuilt  during  the  year,  and  has 
resulted  in  a  much  smarter  appearance  there.  Trees  wore  planted  on  the 
perimeter  of  the  tip  where  it  adjoins  this  road,  and  Chapel  Lane,  and  we 
are  looking  forward  to  the  spring  to  see  how  these  flowering  and  decorative 
trees  enhance  the  prospect. 

V/o  had  no  fires  on  the  tip  during  the  year,  and  no  delay  due  to  weather 
conditions  occurred  in  the  covering  up  of  the  refuse  in  accordance  with  the 
rules  of  controlled  tipping.  The  tip  was  freer  than  ever  before  of  flies 
and  any  other  vermin.  We  have  a  contract  with  a  servicing  company  for 
dealing  with  rats  and  mice  and  they  certainly  do  a  good  job.  We  always 
keep  a  stock  of  insecticide  powder  in  order  to  combat  infestations,  but  we 
used  very  little  in  1964?  using  it  only  as  a  routine  in  the  hottest  of 
weather. 

One  problem  solved  during  the  year  was  the  frequent  absence  from  the 
tip  of  the  tipman  due  to  increasing  demands  for  the  use  of  the  loading  shovel 
by  other  departments.  It  always  happened  that  trade  refuse  was  brought  into 
the  tip  and  dumped  when  the  tipman  was  absent.  This  could  be  very  frustrat¬ 
ing.  We  erected  a  hut  on  the  tip  and  installed  the  salvage  man  and  his 

press  so  that  when  the  tipman  was  absent,  he  could  look  after  the  tip, 

collect  tipping  charges,  and  direct  where  any  load  should  be  dropped.  In— 
cidcntly,  because  the  hut  was  on  the  small  size,  the  salvage  man  had  to  work 

fairly  smartly  or  else  he  had  not  enough  room  to  turn  round.  Our  Trade  refuse- 

charges  were  increased  during  the  year  from  2 /—  per  motor  load,  to  2/—  per 
ton  of  the  tare  weight  of  the  vehicle.  As  we  have  no  weighbridge  this  was 
the  handiest  way  of  assessing  charges,  and  we  make  this  charge  whether  the 
vehicle  is  full  or  half  full,  loaded  with  clay  or  feathers  —  it  evens  out  — 
a  half  load  of  paper  tickets  and  small  stuff  can  cause  more  trouble  than  a 
full  load  of  builders  debris. 

Collections  proceeded  fairly  normally  and  we  maintained  a  weekly  coll¬ 
ection. 

Salvage  collections  faded  slightly  and  were  disappointing.  However, 
about  the  middle  of  the  year  the  quota  on  the  amount  wo  could  send  to  the 
Board  Mills  was  relaxed,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  15 %  import  surcharge 
brought  fresh  impetus  to  the  demand  for  salvage.  We  perked  up  on  this  and 
started  a  new  salvage  drive  ourselves,  and  we  hope  19^5  will  show  a  pronounced 
increase  in  yield  on  1964.  We  are  making  good  use  of  publicity  material 
supplied  by  the  Board  Mills  themselves.  The  collection  figures  for  1964  are 
.given  below.  s. 


Salvage  sold  during  the  year  1964* 


Salvage 

Tons 

cvrts 

qrs 

lbs 

£  s  d 

Mixed  waste  paper 

58 

3 

- 

- 

406  :  5  :  6 

Newsprint 

16 

10 

- 

— 

138  :  11  :  3 

Fibrohoard 

9 

3 

- 

- 

74  :  10  :  6 

Scrap  iron 

1 

14 

- 

\ 

10  s  4  :  0 

Aluminium 

2 

1 

8 

5  :  10  :  10 

Rags 

2 

1 

2 

- 

13  s  12  :  9 

Sacking  (baled) 

18 

2 

- 

14  s  I*  8 

Sacking  (bulk) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3  :  0  i  0 

Total 

88 

13 

1 

8 

£665  :  16  :  4 
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Staff  and  Duties 


Excluding  the-  Divisional  Medical  Officer's  Department,  the  staff  of  the 
Health  Department  consists  of  four  males  -  two  Public  Health  Inspectors,  an 
Authorized  Meat  Inspector,  and  a  Technical  Assistant  and  Clerk. 


The  Technical  Assistant  who  cane  to  us  originally  purely  for  clerical 
duties  passed  the  examination  for  the  Smoke  Inspectors  Certificate  in  1962. 
He  does  99$S  of  Smoke  Control  Area  Survey  work,  the  supervision  of  fireplace 
conversions,  and  the  preparation  of  grant  payment  certificates,  in  addition 
to  the  clerical  work  of  this  office. 


The  Authorized  Meat  Inspector,  appointed  20th  November  1963,  carries  out 
most  of  the  moat  inspection  and  is  more  or  less  full  time  employed  at  the 
Bacon  Factory. 


That  leaves  the  Assistant  Public  Health  Inspector  and  myself.  We  are 
responsible  for 


(1)  Overall  responsibility  in  meat  inspection  in  cases  referred  to  us  by 
the  Authorized  Meat  Inspector. 

(2)  The  examination  of  all  other  foodstuffs  for  human  consumption. 

(3)  The  hygievi  of  foodshopn,  caC'es,  snack  bars,  pubs,  canteens,  school 
kitchen j  and  of  mobile  f-^od  Vcj?sa 

(4)  The  samp',  .0' g  of  foods,  milk,  water,  ice  cream,  anything  -  to  sec  that 
disease?  are  not  spread. 

(5)  Enquiries  into  outbreaks  of  infectious  diseases,  and  taking  steps  to 
limit  its  spread,  by  taking  specimens  to  the  laboratory,  exclusion  of 
children  from  school  etc. 

(6)  Refuse  collection,  disposal  and  salvage. 

(7)  Inspection  of  all  now  drainage  work,  plumbing  and  sanitary  fittings 
installed  to  existing  buildings 

(8)  The  examination  of  existing  drainage  where  defects  appear  to  exist  from 
smells,  blockages,  water  in  cellars,  damp  patches  on  walls  etc. 

(9)  Routine  inspection  of  all  premises  in  the  district  from  time  to  time  to 
s„o  what  nuisance  exist,  and  to  sccuro  their  abatement.  These  can  arise 
by  statute  definition)  from  - 

(i)  Any  premises  in  such  a  state  as  to  bo  a  nuisance  or  prejudicial  to 
health 

(ii)  any  accumulation  or  deposit 

(iii) Any  animal  so  kept  as  to  be  a  nuisance  or  prejuditial  to  health 

(iv)  Any  dust  or  effluvia  caused  by  any  trade  or  business  which  is  i..  and 

(v)  Any  workplace  not  properly  ventilated,  are  kept  clean,  etc  so  as  to 
be  a  nuisance  etc. 

(10)  The-  routine  inspection  of  houses  from  time  to  time  to  ascertain  whether 
or  not  they  are  fit  for  habitation  and  to  sccuro  their  repair,  or  demol¬ 
ition  or  closure. 

(11)  Inspections  to  find  out  if  any  house  is  overcrowded. 

(12)  Inspections  and  advice  on  application  for  improvement  grants  and  assessing 
amount  of  grant  payable. 

(13)  Certificates  of  disrepair  and  general  landlord  and  tenant  queries. 

(14)  Caravan  sites. 

(15)  Control  of  insect  posts,  and  disinfection  when  required. 

(16)  Hygiene  of  Rag  Flock  manufacture  and  use.  To  sec  that  it  is  clean  and  non- 
vor minor?  and  used  in  clean  promises. 

(17)  Licencing  of  Petroleum  Stores  and  inspection  to  sec  licence  conditions  are 

adhered  to* 


(l8;  The  inspection  of  sanitary  ceuvonionces  in  factories  with  power  and  of  all 
environment  conditions  in  factories  without  power. 

(19)  Inspection  ol  houses  where  burling  and  mending  i.s  done. 

(20)  Shop  promises  as  to  ventilation,  lighting,  temperature,  and  conveniences 
for  shop  assistants.  Now  largely  superseded  by 

(21)  The  Offiop,v.Shops,  and  Railway  Premises  Act. 

(22)  The  planning  of  our  Smoke  Control  Aroas. 

(23)  Pet  shops,  canal  boats,  common  lodging  houses,  houses  rU‘ 1  in  lodgings, 
infectious  diseases,  control  of  airports  or  ports. 

(24)  PoJ.ii  jioo  of  ditches,  streams  and  watercourses. 

(25)  Supervision  of  slaughterhouses  and  licencing  of  si  aught  ernrei?*  Prevention 
oi  Cruelty  fco  Animals  Regulations. 

(26)  Supervision  of  hairdressers  establishments. 

Districts  over  20,000  pop  have  diseases  of  Animals  Act  duties  and 
40,000  pop  have  Food  &  Drugs  (adulteration)  du#iGS 
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Wo  have  no  canals  in  the  area,  and  the  only  railway  in  the  area  passes 
underground  for  the  whole  length  within  the  boundaries. 


Outside  Staff  and  duties. 

The  following  staff  are  employed  by 
Dustbin  collection 

Ashpit  collection 
Rodent  control,  drain  clearing  & 
investigation  Health  Department 
Handy  man 

Salvage  sorting  and  baling 
Refuse  tip  control  -  loading  shovel 


the  Health  Department  on  outside  work: 

5  men  and  1  driver  for 
25  cubic  yard  S  &  D  freighter 

(  1  man  and  1  driver  for 
(  7  cubic  yard  liorris 

( 

( 

1  man 

driver  1  man 


10  men 


Rag  Flock  and  other  filling  Materials  Act  1951. 

The  Act  came  into  force  on  1st  November  1951 •  Briefly  it  forbids  the 
use  of  certain  filling  materials  for  upholstery,  the  stuffing  of  bodding, 
toys,  baby  carriages  Ac. 

Premises  where  Rag  Flock  is  manufactured  or  stored  must  be  licensed 
annually,  and  we  havo  one  manufacturer  so  licensed. 

Provisions  are  also  incorporated  to  prevent  the  sale  or  use  of  unclean 
filling  materials,  and  regulations  havo  been  made  prescribing  standards  of 
cleanliness  for  such  filling  materials. 

Promises  where  Rag  Flock  is  used  must  also  bo  registered,  and  wo  havo 
one  upholsterer  so  registered. 

Schools. 

There  are  eight  schools  in  the  area,  and  seven  visits  were  made  to  these 
for  purposes  which  include  inspection  of  toilet  accommodation,  sampling  mihn, 
and  chocking  on  absentees  due  to  infectious  diseases. 

No  schools  wore  closed  during  the  year. 

Swimming  Baths. 

The  premises  in  which  is  situated  the  only  swimming  bath  in  the  district 
arc  Council  owned  and  the  bath  was  open  throughout  1964*  It  v/aS  operated 
quite  satisfactorily  during  the  year.  The  slipper  baths  at  th^  sam^  premises 
continued  to  supply  a  need  locally.  8  samples  of  bath  water  were  examine 
bactcriologically  5  of  which  wore  satisfactory,  due  to  the  attendant  attemp  - 
ing  to  maintain  too  narrow  a  margin  of  residual  colorine.  A  special  ropor 
was  made  on  those  baths  later  in  1964  as  it  was  fol't  that  several  improvomcn  s 
could  be  recommended.  The  whole  matter  was  under  reviow  at  the  end  of  he 
Year. 

West  Riding  County  Council  (General  Jfo,Wcr3)  ^5.1* 
Hairdressers  -  Section  120. 

All  the  hairdressers’  premises  in  the  area  arc  now  registered* 

Council  under  the  above  statute.  There  are  four  premises  catering  £(??  rncri 
and  six  for  ladies. 

Bye  laws  for  these  premises  wear©  made  and  came  into  force  throughout  the 
area  on  1st  May  1953. 

The  standard  of  cleanliness  apparent  on  routine  inspection  is  go»od. 
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